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Would uorr devote a few
hourdof vorrr time to
protect yoirr child from
sexual assault?
Thousands of parents have already protectgd their children, at home, through this
exciting Bible-oriented family study course.
Won't you do that much for your child?
ccording to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services, one of every six children
in this country wil l be sexually
molested before they celebrate their
sixteenth birthday.
If you're l ike most parents, the
mere thought of your child being
harmed, in any way, makes your skin
crawl.
Like most of us, you have done
your very best to provide your
ch i l d ren  w i th  t he  sk i l l s  and
knowledge that will protect them
from the risks they face in the world
every day.
We all teach our children things
like,"Don't go with stranqers..."
but did you know that most sexual
assaults on children (as high as 80% in
some studies)  are commit ted by
someone known to either the child or
their family.
What  was that  you said about
"Stan?ers? "
Or, did you know that your child is
far more likely to be involved in child
pornography by a teacher, coach or
youth group leader than the dirty-old-
man we so often picture for our children.
In fact, it is sadly true that by doing
our very best to raise respectful, obe-
dient and loving children we may, at the
same time, be raising children who are
unprepared or ill-equipped to deal with
the persuasive and manipulat ive
molester.
It is for these very reasons that
members of the Christian Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children have
developed a Bible-oriented family study
"I ordered the Little Ones
Bookstor each oJ our
grandchildren.
"l recommend them to euery
parent and grandparent. .."
Dr. Tim LaHave
author of "Battle-for the Familv"
program which is called Protecting your
children from Sexual Assault.
The course kit is intended to be taught
as a home Bible study and consists of a
comprehensive parent's teaching guide
and child's activity workbook. (A
separate workbook should be purchas-
ed for each child in the family.)
Published by Little Ones Books, P.O.
Box725, Young America, Minnesota
55399, the teaching kit costs $10.00 plus
$1.50 for postage and handling (ad-
ditional workbooks are available only
when purchased with the teaching kit
and sell for $5.95, postage included.)
Absolutely Guaranteed!
We're so sure that you will be hap-
py wi th th is  L i t t le  Ones home
teaching Bible study that if you are
not IOO% satisfied with these books
you may return the unused teaching
kit for a full refund, we'll even pay
for the return, book rate, postage.
All you need is a few hours ofyour
time, your Bible, and the Little Ones
teaching kit to help your children to
"walk uprightly in this crooked and
perverse generation." (Phil ippians
2 :  l 5 ) .
Please, act today to protect your
children.
Yes, please send me teaching kits at
$10.00 each plus $1.50 postage and handl ing
and-additional workbooks at $5.95
each.
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:
. .LITTLE ONES BOOKS' '
N A M I i
ADDRI ]SS
CITY STATF
MAIL TO:
LITTLE ONES BOOKS
P.O. Box 725
Young America, MN 55399
F.'-11€4
The eugtrel McGuffds
ReadenD were different.
They were Christian
Nou they're aaailable again
cfter 725 yeqrs. You ccrn get the
fun set here and SAVE $60
Rev. William McGuffey published his legendary Readers in the 1830s.
Later editions, from 1857 on, were revised without his approval, and ex-
purgated most references to religion. They were still excellent texts, but
no longer Christian texts.
Now a Christian publisher, Mott Media, has reprinted the originals. We
are offering them, with pride and admiration, for parents, godparents
and gandparents who care nough to teach at home, or at least to help ,
the children they love.
The Odginal McGuffeys: 7 superb texts
Pictorirl Eclectic Primer for Young Children. For kindergarten or pre-
kindergarten: the alphabet, simple sentences and stories, charming
original engavings.
Eclectic Primer. More advanced. For first-graders and bright
kindergarteners.
Eclectic Fint Rerder for Young Children. For second-graders or bright
first-graders. Lots ofspelling, and the words get as hard as "would" and
"stalked" and "deranged."
Eclectic Second Rerder. 85 lessons, each a well written story with a
moral, some from Scripture or American history. Each lesson is fol-
lowed by l) questions drawn fiom it (e.g., How did Washingon receive
Lafayette? What is the Fifth Commandment? What is emulation?) and
by 2) spelling words ("believed," "myrrh," "forsook"). When your
children master this book, they'll be years ahead of their peers.
Eclectic Third Reader. Authors like Addison, Irving, Byron...Bible
selections...excursions int  history like the marvelous "Alexander the
Great" - adults can read this book with pleasure. After your child of 8
How to get this $69.95 slipcased set for ONLY $9.95!
-  r -  -  r -  - r -  - E - - - E E - - - - r - - - - - - - l
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FREE B00K Free with each sel: Mclurtey and His Readers Piety. Moratity and
Education in lgth Century Anerlca by John H. Westsrhotf lll
or 9 finishes it, he's reading better, and understanding more, than most
high schoolers.
Eclectic Fourth Reader. Quite beyond the average collegian today, yet
within the reach of well trained l0-to-12-year-olds. Dozens of authors
they should meet: Johnson, Webster, Milton, Jefferson, Schiller, Bacon,
Southey, Bryant, Shakespeare, etc.
Eclectic Progressive Spelling Book. "Progressive" because it starts with
basics and builds to an advanced vocabulary worthy of a gaduate stu-
dent. Not only definitions but pronunciations and usage in good
sentences.
Mark Sullivan, in his 6-volume history, Ozr Times, ranks McGuffey up
with Washingon and Lincoln in influence. And a wonderful influence it
was. Do your children deserve l ss?
Startling call from eminent profesor of English
"Let's bring back McGuffey's Reader - to College" is how Carl Bode,
University of Maryland, titled his article in The Chronicle of Higher
Education. Wrote Bode: "l guarantee that regular doses of McGuffey will
brighten their eyes and bring roses totheir cheeks . teach them to con-
centrate on the printed page give them some of the memorable
poetry and prose of our AngloAmerican nheritance. . . make them bet-
ter men and women, ot o mention better-spoken m and women."
| 
""w 
the crub works CONSER1/ATNEf|I BOOK CUrB i| | --.i'_:='-
!  ruuy 4 weeks (13 r imes a year)  you ser  a r ree copy or  rhe |  15 OAKLAND AVENUE o HARRISON' NY 10528
I Ctub-Buttetin..which offers ybu the Feaiured Setectiirn ptus a Ibiri'ai,r;tiil *hiJn iir"J"vo,  atured tectiont s  I
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Stqtement of Purpose
This mogoane is committed to the histoic fiDdqmen.
tols ol the Christi@ lqith bilclicol seporqtion morql qbso.
lutes, the pnoity 01 the locql chucb qnd world evqngeLi.
zotion Although no mogoane or rndividuol con speok
lor the overoll Fundomentolist movement, it is our desire
to clecite o lorum to encourqgre Chdstion leqders qnd
stqtesmen lo delend brlclicql Chnsiionity We will ex
omine mctters of contemporory interest to o1l ChrotioN,
providing on open discusslon ol divergent opinioro on
relevont issues. The Fmdmentalist Jounol will olso
reqllirm our history ond hentoge, 6 well os poinl the
wqy to the tuture
Revivcrl-Where Does It Begrin?
Leoncnd Rovenhlil
lVlorro people express qn tnterest in
revivcl. There ore not so mcrry deoply con-
cemed cdcoul it. Yet, spiritual revivcrl is not
on qltemqlive lor the ncrtiors right now It
is imperotive.
The Pedestcrl Problem-Phlhp R Stover
lTl
I he pedestol is o preccrious position
lor onyone*pcrrticulorly o pcstor. Stover
looks crt conditions thcrt ccruse sliding, slip-
pin€r, trippW, or crcshing of the perch,
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An Inlerview with John MocArthur. Jr,
T
John MocArthur, Jr., postor{eqcher ol
Grqce Community Church in Sun Valley.
Cqlilomlcl is considered controversial by
some, In thls inteMew he reveols his Fun-
dcnnerrtcrllsl roob crrd qddrcsses zuch issues
as the role ol the postor, the plurolity ol
elders. andthe importcnce ol evcrrgelism.
Tinothy Dwight, For God, Country, and Yqle
Robed A Peterson
Thunder tn the Pulpit
Whqt Pcrt Hath He Thcrt Believeth wilh an In{idel?
Ti m n|l.r r r T-\r ^ ri nh tl l r f  l v L r r y  v  v v  l v r i r
Trecsrues from the Text
God So Loved the World-Richard D PCterson
Flrndcrnentcrls in Focus
Should the Whole Bible Be
Irrterpreted Literolly?
Ronold C Scruer
TT
Unlocking the literory style ol Scripture
opers the precious text to gneater understcrnd-
ing crnd appreciation,
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News :\,r.lj '
l
rtY
News
CWA Corrlerence Higilights Tradilioncrl Values
\{cn'lin Mowyer
For Your Informcrtlon
Schaeffer V Productions, (the people who brought
you Whatever Happened to the Human Race?
How Should We Then Llve? The Second
Amerlcan Revolutlon, and other outstanding
Christian fi lms). announce a FREE service to the
Christian community. Would you lik€ to r€ceive
three times a year, FREE, the Schaeffer V Produc'
tions Newsletter? This Newsletter contains updates
on cuffent events, pro-life issues, the media, and
analyses of the direction of Westem soci€ty. You can
rec€ive this FREE at your home by simply clipping
the coupon below and sending it in.
P .O.  Box  909
Los Gatos ,  CA 95031
YES,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  rece ive  the  FREE
Newsletter written by Franky Schaeffer. Please
include me on your mail ing l ist.
N d  r e
l i l _______* :__  
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Know someone
who
stholarship?
The Evangelical Press Associa-
tion, a non-profit corporation com-
posed of  some 275 Chr is t ian
periodicals, is vitally interested in
the future of religious journalism.
The Association annually pro-
vides at least two $500 scholarships
to deserving college students com-
mitted to a career in Christian
communications. Applicants must
have completed their second year
of college.
Further details and application
forms are available. (Forms must
be completed and returned by
Aor i l  1 . )
a
Write now to:
Execut ive Secretarv -1
Evangel ical  Press Associat ion
P .O .  Box  4550
Ove r l and  Pa rk ,  Kansas  66204
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Well fors I hov- decrded ro go
r n l o  r r o r  r l h  r r r o r k l  1 A /  l h  l h c  n c c c r n c  o f
rho  Fm ra l  Aenocc  F , i l l  ana  nrnnacar l
l o m c . l a f l r o n  n t l n r n r i n a  q r l o n l  n r m r o r  r n
-l- o nr r1-r'  ^  qcl-nr- 
" 
row iS the ltme to
m c k o  m r r  m o r r o  A l l  t h r c  n o r n r  r o l r a r a r  r c
v v  , !  L v r v u J
Ireedom should not be neglecred
Af io rn  mry i  r jm l  n f  enntomnlmrnn
1 ncrve occepled o posrtron os Egucl
Access Youth Pqstor for o locol mrn-
q'nr - ' ./ n' irrl . lr ' 'es wil l tnvolve
cn1 1-in61 lnerrl n 1^,1 e qc'haals fol cfvotl
r-r l^, 'o -oot 'nn -. .rrq f  unscheduled
trmes Furnoce rooms ond broom
closels ore generolly free from 3 o m
trll 6 clm Ln most schooLs. We wrLl be
r j o m a n d r n a  l h a t  t h a  c n ^ - a  l - r o  m a r j o
r t J v \ v L , , , v v !
ovcnloble to us of 5 om crnd 1ns1st thot
our loens be there -n {orce
r) ro 
. '  mv o lher  . lu l tes wt l l  be to
conduct Silent Prcryer Semincrs for
nr rhlrr- crrhn.- ch rlonisl We w-Ll dtsc.,ss
the most effectrve monner to wrtness
'hrnr rrl- c'1o61 61617p1 Sesstors tnclude,
Heods Down Eyes Closed. The Con-
lemn,rr i  rre- '1?^ r. lded Hondsond
Bler:rv I.ves." The Vr:r.ue ol lne St-enL
l A l h i c n o r  "  m d  T r  r n c h r a a m  R l o c c i n a c
nrd Ol)  o '  Qnee -r  Drcblemsl Y l v l v l  1 1 \
T m a m  n a  l h o  r - . l r r n n m . a  . r y  ^ ^ ^ ,  . l _  / r ll r l r u v I l r L  r l r L  u y  '  r v r l  L l u  r  l  L l J u u t  r l t u r
ccsr be mode through o leenoged
^rrrn l r  o{  q, lenl  nrr- r rots l  CUf SChOOIS
. ^ - L ^  r l  T n  l a r 4  m m r l - el l l u y  l l g v v l  l F l l l U i u l l u  . - r u / , *
1^re cla^r r l r l  n rql  eanrlr  rr- ' l  nr rr  c i lon |  ^rm rAr] w ' w l J ! 9 I ] t y l u } |
r a l l ' ,  ' ^  n r  r r  a l r , z m , e  a n ^ a ^ - , H l ^  ^ l ^ ^ ^ r  -
r \ 4 y  1 1  r  u u  u  v v u y J  u t l g D U 1 g  L t u w t  u
5 rr rn Pa'hr-rnq -hrrt ic whcrt we shoLrld
h m r o  h o o n  - n  n d  n l -  n l n n nvu \4v|v
Shimei
All work stops.. ,
l - n n n L ,  r r n r  r  ( n r  r r n r  r r  a w n n - ' a ^  '  '  l - rr  l  l u l r N  y v u  l 9 l  y v u r  s ^ l q r l g r r r  l r w
l r a m r n n  T h a  r _ l m r  i l  m r r r o c  r n  n r  r r  h n m o
n l l  r ^ r n r I ,  c l A n c  r  r n r r l  T  r o a r - l  l h r a r  r n h  r lJ L v | , J  u r  r L r I
I mnroe rrrlod Til er tr -n f-rr
.  u l J P l u  l l  J J  l u - '  r l  -  L  ) C  U |
I  l c  Dn r l '  h r r  ( ,ho ldnn \ /anm r l ,on  /  T r  rno \v  y  r r  r v r v v r  r  !  v r  r v l .
DLxie lee PCterson
( - l n n a m i n c a n  N T o r ^ r  T c
. .-., --.rsey
I toke exception...
Allow me lo oke excephon lo o con
.rr 
.q'nr * rr r+ h'r f\.rr I Mtllet I Cl^r,'s-
rcrrs crlo Pulclc lduccnlon (Sept 7
For decodes +he Humcnusls hove
l .-,+n nainina ennnnl of nr rl-rl ir- orlr r-rl-v ! r r r  v w
nan Thor r  hmronch or r ry j  mmru o i  lhor rL ' v r  L  | , v y
^ ^ ^ l -  I ^ / ^  + ^ ^ l  l ^ ^  , ^ { l  r ^ h ^ ^
l , U | $  V V V  l \ _ l  r l l U  l w l  V L s r  V C  U  U L U V I  l U -
ol SecrJctr Humorlsm s devos'ofLng lo
Ine conhnucrice of Lbeny n lhs ncrhon
aqrffir-fl '7 rn he -.'iefnment SChOOIS
We musr do oll we ccu r lo promole
nrivra az-r.-nr+ a- - l home school-
ina  r {  rn ro  mo ao inc  1n  qn l r rnno cu , v ! v r \ 4 v v v ! v
,-roro.r-r inr .rf r-nnnla'vho 
.rrderslcrrdw v l  r v a v r l v r  a
,m- \^nl frnhl far frr:wlnm 'fho nmramr r v r r r  r v l
ment schools cctr'not cn-rdwllnot move
rn 'hcrt dlcctron ln the foreseeo-ble
h  r n  p a  n ^ l  r  r n h l  n r  t T  n n ,  - , + ^ l \ ,  ^ , - 1 ,  , ^ . f r ^ / lr - , L  -  r r v .  +  , L  u u  l . / r  . v u L q l Y  w u w L w
chrlCen move lnto the odmnstrcrtton
' ' 
'he rro'r4'n-c'I v-hOOlS.
Dnl-e# \4cRl rmanr
Rmrlnr I  Tnrrrorcrhr
Wcrco, lbxos
It's one or the other. ,.
T  r ^ r n c  r r o n r  d i c m n a r n t o r _ l  l . r r r  " F l a m n ly  \ . - , j l . ! u y v r l l L e s v y  L ' u , i , u
Q . a n r  r r i f r r  D r a h l l r r  T l n r i a r c t n a r - j "  / Q o n l  ,
I ossumed lhcrt the mcnn gool of +he
Journol wos Io unrle oll behevng
Chrsbcn s to hy to slem solcu'Lic Humcn-
rsllc forces in therr onslcrught on Chns-
r,m il fm;r,, mn maJq| volues To Lrser a \ a r r y , r \ ! r l ! y '
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What I look for in a
Political Gandiilate
Hrr, labels lose their
uolue in the battle for
morol principles,
he conservative-religious "sleeping giant" rose from a
deep slumber in 1980 and is now standing tall and
ready for action in 1984. Representing a coalition of
millions of Conservatives, this giant is convinced that while
foreign and domestic policies are of primary concern, politicians
must be forced to address the great moral issues facing our na-
tion. As in 1980, this year's election brings many of these issues
to the forefront. The platforms of the two major political par-
ties clearly are at opposite ends of the poles on these matters,
reflecting a division of ideologies that has rarely, if ever, been
so distinct.
'We 
must not label one party as all Liberals or as all Conser-
vatives. For within the ranks of each political party there are
candidates who represent each point of view. The Conservatives,
both Democrats and Republicans, who voted for Ronald Reagan
in 1980, will probably do so again-not because of the party he
represents, but because of his conservative position on crucial
issues. For the same reasons, Conservatives in Virginia will sup-
port Democratic Congressman Dan Daniel. Party labels lose
their value in the battle for moral principles.
In selecting a candidate to support, I look for those who
uphold the principles of the Judeo-Christian tradition upon
which the Founding Fathers built our nation. These principles
are defined in both the Old and New Gstaments.
The principle of the dignity of human life (Exod.
2O:13;Matt.5:21.22). The sanctity of life was once the corner-
stone of our society. Today the blood of over 15 million innocent
unborn babies is on our hands. Every year 1.5 million lives are
destroyed through abortion. Common medical practices now in-
clude infanticide for imperfect or unwanted newborns, genetic
experimentation, and surrogate mothering. The Giver of all life
created man in His own image. God will surely judge a nation
for such disregard for His creation.
In i982, for the first time since the 1973 Supreme Court deci-
sion to allow abortion-on-demand, we saw a decline in the
number of abortions. I believe pro-liG candidates have, and will,
contribute to the elimination of this atrocity.
Archbishops John O'Connor of New York and Bernard Law
of Boston recently issued a statement to those politicians, either
Catholic or of other faiths, who claim to personally oppose abor-
tion, but still vote to allow it and to fund it. The archbishops
B
equated them with the people ftom the Civil \7ar era who claimed
to personally oppose slavery but continued to condone its prac-
tice. As we, the church, seek to provide alternatives to unplanned
pregnancies and promote the sanctity of marriage, we must look
for candidates who will translate our belief that life is sacred
into policy.
The principle of the traditional monogamous family
(Gen.2:21.24; Eph. 5:22.33). Some statistics show that half
of all marriages now end in divorce and over 60 percent of all
children live in single-parent homes. The responsibility of parents
to raise their children has been surrendered to the school and
deferred to television. The value of the traditional family has
been cheapened by the philosophy of self-gratification. Some
have tried to redefine the family as any two or more people liv-
ing together. This could mean two unmarried heterosexuals, or
two "married" homosexuals. or anv bizarre combination.
bizarre combination.
Before the church, before government, God's first institution
was the family-one man for one woman for one lifetime. The
strength of a society lies in the strength of her families. '!ile must
look for candidates who are committed to the primacy of the
family, who discourage governmental intrusion into the family,
and who encourage the traditional values of the family.
The principle of common decency (Gen.3:7,21; Matt.
5:27.28; Eph. 5:3,5). Pornography has slithered into our
homes, promoting immoraliry and every form of sexual decadence.
Children and women are religated to mere objects of pleasure.
Peep shows were once available only on the seedy side of town.
Now magazines and teievision bring hard-core pornography into
the family living room. Infants as young as three months old
have been abused for filthy lucre.
Pornography viciously attacks virtue as being out ofdate and
no longer applicable. The results of the desensitizing of moral
decency are reflected in figures that show 100,000 children are
sexually abused each year.
Some regulation has already been proposed. We need to look
for candidates who are willing to stand on the front line of the
battle against this $8-billion industry that is attacking our
children and our families.
The principle of the work ethic (Gen. 3:19; Exod.
2O'9-lO;2 Thess. 3:10). Recognizing that there are people who
are truly needy, we must reach out a hand to give assistance.
However, today's welfare state has created an unnatural depen-
dence on government as a caretaker. As Christians, we are com-
manded to feed the hungry, but we are also encouraged to pro-
mote the laborer. 'We are coming to a place where one generation
has followed another onto the welfare roles. The cycle must be
stopped. We must look for candidates who are sensitive to the
needy and who offer support for a strong economy-providing
continued on page 40
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by Edward Dobson
of Being "Poor in Spirit"
Finding the Richness
everal weeks ago we bought a 10-month-old Doberman
named Rosey. \fhen we brought her home and put her
in our fenced-in yard she began to run incessantly. Now
and then she would stick her long pointed nose in a water
bucket, grab a lick, and take off again. After two hours of
perpetual motion, she flopped to the ground-exhausted. No
amount of coaxing could persuade her to move one inch.
Many Christians are like Rosey. They live in perpetual
spiritual motion-going, coming, working, giving, attending-
busily involved in the Lord's work. Once in a while they
impatiently catch some brief spiritual refreshment, anxious to
move on. Finally, they collapse with spiritual exhaustion and
emotional burnout. All the preaching and counseling in the
world cannot make them move. They are tired, discouraged, and
depressed.
Jesus addresses this issue in the opening statement of the
Sermon on the Mount. "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5:3). Notice that Jesus is talking
about spiritual poverty and not material poverty. A number of
"intellectual" Christians advocate a return to material poverty,
believing that in so doing they will be pleasing God. As sincere
and honorable as that might seem, that is not what Jesus is
referring to here.
In the Greek language, two distinctively different words are
translated "poor" in English. A proper understanding of these
words reveals the powerful principle of Christ's statement.
Work Hard?
The Greek word pena (pe-nace') comes from a verb meaning
"to work hardl' A penes person is one who has few material posses-
sions, but he has a job and must work hard to provide for the
needs of his family. He is the kind of person who has barely enough
money to pay his bills at the end of the month. He lives from
month to month and paycheck to paycheck. Most of us live in
that cycle. 'We labor, toil, and sweat, and somehow we survive.
'We 
are "proor'l-penes.
It might seem logical to think that Jesus meant, "Blessed are
the penes in spirit. Blessed are those who work hanC, give a lot
of money, go to church, pass out volumes of tracts, and witness
to multitudes of peoplel'However, Jesus did not use the word penes
here. He was not implying that the blessing of God is for those
who work hard. He was not advocating the philosophy that
"God helps those who help themselves]'predominant in the
thinking of many Christians today.
10
For many, spirituality has become more a matter of what I
do than what I am (Eph. 4:13). As Fundamentalists we often judge
our own spirituality, and that of others, by the number of
commitments on our calendars. Like Rosey, we find ourselves
in perpetual motion in our attempt to achieve spirirual maturity.
Depend on God
In this Beatitude, Jesus used the word ptochos (ptoe-kos'), from
the verb "to bow down" or "do reverence!' A pnchos is a beggar,
someone who has no job or security. His only hope of physical
survival is that someone will give him enough bread to eat. He
is destitute and dependent upon the charity of others. Jesus is
saying, "Blessed are the ptochos in spiritl' Blessed are those who
are beggars. Those who know that they are nothing and that
their spiritual survival is dependent upon an outside source.
This is the antithesis of a penes Christian. It is someone who
recognizes that he is absolutely dependent upon God-not his
own abilities and activities. Most of us do not like to think of
ourselves as beggars. Ve think that somehow with our intellect,
our ability, and our ingenuity, we can really accomplish
something for God. As pastors, there is a great danger in utilizing
human ability to build a ministry. !7e are often guilty of relying
on clever methods rather than on prayerful dependence upon
God. Jesus said that we should be as beggars. Until the principle
that we are nothing and Jesus Christ is everything becomes
dynamic and vital in our lives, we will be destined for spiritual
burnout.
This principle is repeated often in Scripture. In Proverbs 16:19,
we read, "Better it is to be of an humble spirit with the lowly,
than to divide the spoil with the proudl' The prophet Isaiah
states, "For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place,
with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite
ones" 0sa. 57:15).
He further emphasizes this point in lsaiah 66:2, "For all those
things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been,
saith the [-ord: but to this man will I look, even to him that
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my wordi' 'When
we come to God in brokenness and admit our total dependence
upon Him, He is then free to do a great work in our lives. 'We
discover the blessing of God in the message of the old black
spiritual: It's "not my brother, not my sister, but it's me, Oh [ord,
standin' in the need of prayer." D
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afflicdon, undl I return in peace" (2 Chron.
18:26).
Who was this fellow? What was his
crime? His name was Micaiah, the son of
Imla, and he was as bold as Elijah or John
the Baptist. He was brought in to counsel
Ahab and Jehoshaphat about the planned
campaign of Israel and Judah against
Ramoth-gilead. Jehoshaphat was a good
king in Judah, and "he had riches and
honour in abundance" (2 Chron. 18:1).
His mistake? He "joined affinity with
Ahab" (18:1).
Ahab, king of Israel, was the worst of
them all. 'Ahab the son of Omri did evil
in the sight of the lord above all that
were before him" (1 Kings 16:30). He en-
larged his sin by marrying wicked Jezebel,
a worshiper of Baal. Four hundred fifty
prophets ofBaal and 400 prophets ofthe
grove ate at Jezebel's table (1 Kings 18:19).
Ahab was the enemy of Elijah. He was
the thief that coveted and stole the vine-
yard ofNaboth after that cruel and crafty
Jezebel had schemed to have Naboth
stoned (1 Kings 21).
The question naturally arises, What
on earth was good King Jehoshaphat do-
ing in the company of wicked Ahab? How
could he ever say, "I am as thou art, and
my people as thy people; and we will be
with thee in the war" (2 Chron. 18:3)?
Here were the man of God and the god-
less enemy of Jehovah teaming together.
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Ahab consulted the false prophets,
and they encouraged him to go with
Jehoshaphat agairst Ramothgilead. Jehoah-
aphat was too wise for that, so he asked
Ahab, "Is there not here a prophet of the
[-ord besides, that we might inquire of
him?'(2 Chron. 18:6). There was a prophet
of the [-ord, but he was in prison. Ahab
answered, "There is yet one man, by whom
we may inquire of the [oni: butlhatehim;
for he never prophesied good unto me, but
always evil" (18:7). That was Mlcaiah, the
bold and true prophet of God.
T, cu$e of truth
hw been lost in neorl\
er)ery greot
denomination becawe
of o lack of seporation,
At the urgent request ofJehoshaphat,
Ahab sent for Micaiah, and the messen-
gers who fetched him urged Micaiah,
"The words ofthe prophets declare good
unto the king with one mouth: let thy
word, I pray thee, be like thc word of one
of them" (1 Kings 22:13).
Ahab wanted to go up against Ramoth-
gilead. Jehoshaphat was minded to join
Ahab in the campaign. The false prophets
in abundance had given their blessing.
There was firll agreement thus far. What
would Micaiah say? If he were to disagree,
he would stand all alone.
PEPEPECTIVfl
"As the lond liveth. . . " (1 Kings 22:14).
It sounds like Elijah as he had stood
before Ahab some years previous-1As the
t-ord God of Israel liveth, before whom
I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain
these years, but according to my word"
(1 Kings 17:1).
Courageous Micaiah stood alone
against that same enemy, Ahab, and
against all that were with himlAs the
lord liveth, what the l.orrd saith unto me,
that will I speak" (1 Kings 22:14). Micaiah
boldly prophesied against the matter at
hand, openly condemned the false proph-
ets, and predicted failure for the rwo kings
in their venture. For such actions Micaiah
was smitten and put in prison with strict
rations-crhile lehoshaphat stood b1. The
campaign must go on. One srubborn lone
voice would not change things.
God was against the campaign and
against the false prophets and against the
compromise of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat
was responsible for further cruel reat-
ment of a true prophet.
The two kings lost the war. Ahab was
slain. Jehoshaphat was mercifully
delivered (2 Chron. 18:31), and he retumed
to his house in Jerusalem.
'And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer
went out to meet him, and said to king
Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the un-
godly, and love them that hate the [ord?
Therefore is wrath upon thee from before
the Lord" (2 Chron. 19:2). The divine ver-
dict against Jehoshaphat was clear.
There was Ahab-a wicked ungodly
king.
There was Jehoshaphat-a good and
godly king, but a compromiser, clearly la-
beled as such.
There were the true prophets, Micaiah
and Jehu, who separated themselves from
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Ahab, but also from Jehoshaphat. They
would not go along, but rather they con-
demned the entire matter.
Secondary separation has been given a
bad name. Few practice it. Many con-
demn it. It has been made to appear
ridiculous and extreme and impractical.
So, what's new? Micaiah and Jehu were
against Ahab and also aginst Jehoshaphat.
Extreme illusration may be found or
fabricated to picture the folly of that
which is called secondary separation, but
straw dummies do not prove anything.
'We 
are not speaking of standing aloof or
of refusing to keep company with a com-
promising brother-we speak of official
fellowship that confuses people and weak-
ens the testimony by cooperation with
those who cooperate with the enemies.
Harry Ironside wrote of this matter
years ago when he wrote about sanctifica-
tion and separation in Holiness, the False
and the Tiue:
But this brings in responsibility.
I am not to go on with the evil-
protesting perhaps, but fellowship-
ping with it still-though it be in
a reserved halfhearted way. I am
called to separate from it. In so
doing, I ma, seem to be separating
from dear children of God and be-
loued serqrants of Christ. But this is
necessary if they do not judge the
apostate condition.
The apostle Paul suffered as a sepa-
rated soldier. and the wounds that hurt
the most were those inflicted by compro-
mising brethren. Many forsook him be-
cause of his stand. He stood not only
against apostasy but also against believers
who corrupted the gospel. The entire let-
ter to the Galatians bears this out. Paul
pronounced a curse upon those who mixed
law and grace.
Paul wrote to the Thessalonians com-
manding them, "lf any man obey not our
word by this epistle, note that man, and
have no company with him, that he may
be ashamed. Yet count him not as an
enemy, but admonish him as a brother"
(2 Thess. 3:14-15). The falsehood that Paul
David Nettleton is
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fought was a distorted belief regarding the
return of Christ-a distortion of belief
that resulted in idleness.
Paul had earlier commanded, "Vith.
draw yourselves from every brother that
walketh disorderly, and not after the tradi-
don which he received of us" (2 Thess.
3:6). This reference is to a disorderly walk
resuldng from distorted doctrine. However
one may interpret this and other similar
Scripture, it should be clear that there are
occasions when a brother should sepacrte
from a brother-and that is called second-
ary separation.
Actually it is just plain and pure and
total separation. \fhen we are linked with
those who are linked with those who are
wrong, we are in a chain where obedient
Christians do not belone.
Srporo ted Christions
ought o fellow,ship
with seporated
Christians.
Let men argue as they will, the cause
of truth has been lost in nearly every great
denomination because of a lack of separa-
tion. Compromise was the cause, and the
culprit was the believer who let in the
unbeliever.
An interesting statement can be found
in a book now out of print, Breakfast
Thble Autocrat (Christian in Big Basiness)
by Ellsworth Day, the biogaphy of Henry
Parsons Crowell, a Christian businessman
from a generation ago. He has been called
the father of Quaker Oats. The biographer
states: "Mr. Crowell saw that the battle
against the l.eaven ofthe Sadducees was
being lost in Christendom by reason of
'tolerance toward belieuers who were toler-
ant tow ard unb elieuers."'
The battle was lost. The cause is clear.
Believers gave away billions of dollars of
real estate in the form of churches, col-
leges, seminaries, and camps. \7e had to
start all over. That was a generation ago,
and now we wonder if we have learned
anything from history.
6:14) has not been obeyed if we are just
one link apart in the same chain. \ile do
not belong in that chain at all. Separated
Christians ought to fellowship with sepa-
rated Christians. I am referring now to
official church fellowshrp.
A woman has a right to say to a man,
"I'll hold your hand when you let go of
her handl'and churches are right when
they condemn other churches that are
still a part of apostate associations or
denominations.
Over 50 years ago a group of Baptists
realized that the battle to clean up the
Northern Baptist Convention was futile.
Apostasy had been tolerated until it be-
came strong. Then the leadership became
so corrupted that the Fundamentalist was
no longer at home within that family of
Baptists. The situation became not only
an unequal yoke, but more ofa fight than
a fellowship. The Fundamentalists were
paying a price for the compromise they
had tolerated.
The time had come to start all over,
and a few churches banded together in
what is now known as the General Associ-
ation of Regular Baptist Churches. There
are now nearly 1,600 churches in fellow-
ship with this association. Secondary sepa-
radon is their platform, and this writer has
been happily associated with the GARBC
for over 35 years. In part, this is their state-
ment of practice:
Any Baptist church. . . which is
not in fellowship or cooperation
with any local, state or national con-
vention, association or group which
permits the presence of liberals . . .
sha l l  app l y . . .
In other words, you must ((come out
from among therri'to come into the asso-
ciarion. Come out if you want to come in.
That caused firndamental churches to
separate ftom other fundamental churches.
Call it what you will-separation, second-
ary separation, or just total separation-
the position is good and safe and scrip-
tural, even though Micaiahs must some-
times stand against Jehoshaphats when
Jehoshaphats insist on union with Ahabs.
It is time to recognize the validity of
a time-proven position instead of calling
it strange and extreme and ridiculous.
Lines should be clearly drawn without
confusion.
lrt those who stand for truth stand
with each other and against error. Separa-
The command, "Be ye not unequally tion is not separating believers. Com-
yoked together with unbelievers" (2 Cor. promise is! D
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Revival
-Where
any people express an interest
in revival.  There are
not so many deeply con-
cerned about it. fewer still burdened for
it, and even fewer heartbroken for it. Yet,
spiritual revival is not an alternative for
the nations right now. It is imperative.
'We 
misuse the term reuival to an-
nounce the yearly "revival meeting'l-a
week's meeting with an evangelist and
perhaps a singer. Such a meeting is usually
geared to the unsaved. But we cannot
revive what has never had life.
Trrc church as
never foced o gre&ter
challenge from the
powers of dnrkness
than she does tod&,l,
Valter Nigg wrote a book entitled The
Heretics, with this challenging statement:
"The history of heresy shows that Chris-
tianity is richer in content than its ec-
clesiastical embodiment. The Gospel holds
potentialities which have not yet come to
the surfacel'
European believers correctly thought of
revival as an awakening, such as the nation-
transforming visitation from God through
George Whitefield and then the Wesleys in
England. Or the earthshaking move of the
Spirit in New England through Jonathan
Edwards, later joined by Vhitefield.
Jiue revival is God's coming to the aid
of His sick church. Evangelism is that
revived church's going to a world dead in
sin and, under divine power, pulling down
the strongholds of Satan. Any true revival
can be proven by the fact that it changed
the moral climate of an area or a nation,
Perhaps the offense oftrue revival is that:
1 A
pld{.;
*'q"
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It cannot be organized.
(The wind bloweth where it listeth.)
It cannot be subsidized.
(It does not need financial backing.)
It cannot be advertised.
(fhere is nothing more self-advertising
than a fire, and revival is fire from
heaven.)
It cannot be computerized.
(God alone knows the extent of His
power.)
It cannot be regularized.
(\[e cannot lay a theological track for
it to operate on.)
It cannot be rationalized.
(It is a divine mystery beyond finite
minds.)
It cannot be denominationalized.
(It leaps over doctrinal barriers.)
It cannot be nationalized.
(Preachers by the hundreds have been
flying to Korea to see what God has
done in that countrv. Most have
gasped at the packed churches and
returned sad that our mechanical ser-
vices are so sterile.)
A recent television newscast reported
that the Episcopal Commission has recom-
mended that homosexuals be admitted to
the ministry on the condition that they act
wholesomelyl Here is an attempt to sanc-
tif iniquity. ft reminds me of a Scripture-
"the iniquity of holy things" (Exod. 28:38).
\fill the men who want this monstrous
and outrageous sin covered up allow pros-
titution in the churches-as long as the
prostitutes tithe? lVe need a revival among
the preachers that will purge the con-
science from dead works and cause us to
serve the living God.
Alas, many professing His name are
walking in theological leg irons. Like
Lazarus, we are raised from the dead but
bound and gagged with graveclothes-the
graveclothes oftradition and the bondage
of man-made creeds. We are selling our
birthright-our access to the throne of
God-for a mess of pottage called "sub-
missionl'or the fear of men. I am not try-
ing to incite rebellion in the flock. No,
I am trying to stir up the gift that is within
konard Ravenhill is
an a,uthor and etangelist
from Lindale. Tbxas.
us to reach out to the One who "ever
liveth to make intercession for usl'
A century has passed since Oliver
'Wendell Holmes wrote:
Before Thine ever blazing Throne,
\7e have no lustre of our own.
On that blazing throne sits One who is
the Light of the World. When we stand
in splendid isolation before Him whose
eyes are as a flame of fire, who will dare
to "look full in His wonderful face"? Most
of us will turn away from His flaming
holiness, embarrassed that we were so ac.
cepted in a world that could not accept
Him. looking back from that throne over
the path of our earthly pilgrimage, "the
things of earth will look strangely dim in
the light of His glory and gracel'
Mon, express on
interest in reviuol, But
not so mony ore
deeqly concemed
about it, fewer still
burdened for it, and
even fewer
heortbroken for it,
At that awesome time of judgment, we
will find that "the harvest is past, the
summer is ended, and we are not saved"
from burning humiliation, as untold
billions of souls watch while our life's
work is judged and a verdict given by the
infallible Judge. \fill this crisis find us
with swords unbloodied in spiritual war-
fare? Will it find us guilty of violating His
commandments, not by intentional op-
position, but by sheer neglect or habitual
sloth? The writer to the Hebrews repeat-
edly speaks of "todayl' Well, this is our
"todayl' How long will it last? Now is the
time to correct the slack in our faulty
obedience and slim sacrifice.
I am convinced that the church (the
body of truly regenerated believers) has
never faced a greater challenge from the
powers of darkness than she does today.
'!7e 
need a baptism of honesry in the courts
of the [ord. Honesty means truth, and
truth can be oainful.
Let the fires go out in the boiler room
of the church, and the place will still look
smart and clean, but it will be cold. The
prayer room in the church is the boiler
room for its spiritual life. \ilhen holy pas-
sion has ceased to move the intercessors
in the prayer room, coldness ensues, power
is lost, and mortification sets in. The place
still looks viable, but it is no longer a
birthplace of souls.
God ignores the cold church. He re-
joices in the church hot with the Spirit's
presence. He vomits the lukewarm church
from His holy mouth.
The lukewarm church in the Revela-
tion was called "Laodiceanl'I believe this
name designates it as a church of mob
rule, where everything was decided by
popular opinion and majority vore-nor
by prayer and fasting. It may have had
packed church business meetings, but
sparsely attended prayer meetings. (Is it
like this in your church?)
The city of Laodicea was prosperous,
and the church folks climbed on the
bandwagon of prosperity. The city had a
banking system, flourishing industry, and
a well-known medical clinic. Eye salve was
a major export, and yet with irony God
says, "I counsel thee to . . . anoint thine
eyes with eye-salvel'Later he says that,
rich as they were materially, spiritually
they were "wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked" (Rev. 3:17).
The great apostle Paul says that he had
"great conflict" (wrestling in prayer?) for
the folks at Laodicea (Col. 2:1). He assures
the Colossians that Epaphras was "always
labouring fervently for you in prayers,
that ye may stand perfect and complete
in all the will of God" (Col.4:12). In the
next verse Paul says, "I bear him record,
that he hath a great zeal for you and them
that are in I-aodiceal'\fith all this wealth
of spiritual background, the church had
foundered on material prosperity and was
named by Christ as "poor and wretched
and miserablel' Today we boast of our in-
tellectual ministries, our endless activities,
our stimulating programs, and so forth,
yet I wonder what the One with eyes as
a flame of fire sees in us.
I am often asked to pray for the heal.
ing of the nation. I am praying for the
healing of the church. Then the healing
of America, Britain, and other nations
will follow. As the church goes, so goes
the worldl n
Reprinted by permision ftom Reoivai God's \Yay by l:onard
Ravenhill. Published and copyrighted 1983, Bethany House
Publishers, Minneapolis, Minnesota 55438.
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PDDDSTAL
PROBTDM
by Phi|ip R. Stocler
(**.-  ' " ' ' ' *
hile I was reading through one of the
famous Fundamentalist periodicals that
regularly come across my desk, something
on the two pages before me was making me
very uncomfortable. There was no
escaping it. Something was
wrong, but I could not put my
finger on it. ln the middle of
the paper was a directory of
Fundamentalist churches-a
regular feature. lt had never
bothered me before. Vhy now?
Perhaps because I had never taken the
time to really read the ads until now. Threre
were 35 ads for churches srervn across
the pages. Every one sounded like
a fine Fundamentalist
church, but the largest sin-
gle thing on 33 of the
ads was a picture of
rhe pastor. Le 25 of the
ads, various glowing
superlatives described
the churchl'lalgestl'
"greatestj' and "fastest-
growingl' Every ad mentioned
the name of the pastor, yet only
two of the ads mentioned the name of
Jesus Christ.
Because the I.onC has given me the oppor-
runity to spend literally scores of hours counseling
pastors and their families, I have a deep concern for the
Fundamentalist preacher. I am convinced that many preachers
today are in trouble-not ftom extemal sources, but ftom the "lusts
that war" in our own members 0ames 4:1).
In trying to understand this situation, I found eight specific
problems at the root of spiritual weakness in myself and my Fun-
damentalist brothers. We must be realistic-we all have problems.
'Ib deny that problems e><ist serves only to enlarge the scope of
our fficulty.
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The Pedestal Problem
The pedestal problem begins externally and
is then internalized when members of our
congregation begin to Put us on a
pedestal. lnitially we protest, but
gradually we become accustomed
to the heights ofthe pedestal and
are comfortable with the idea. At
that point, the pedestal posi'
tion becomes more imPor-
tant than honestv with
ourselves and others. \7e
feel an increased discom-
fort with what is going on
inside ourselves. We dare
admit it because we
hurt others or "the
cause of the gospeli' If we
are honest about our feel'
ings, our elders or con'
gregation will no longer
respect us. Afraid to
acknowledge the reality
and the power of the enemy
within, we usually stay on the
pedestal until we are discovered.
we come tumblingThen, ftightfully,
down.
The Power Problem
7 Preachers pack a lot of power. Like a famous stockbroker,
when preachers talk, people listen. Some ministers confuse power
with a-uthority. Preachers are to be respected as God's anointed,
but when we confuse power with authority we become
authoritarian. \7e take questions regarding procedures as a
challenge to our position. 
'!7e 
respond personally to contrary
votes in business meetings. 
'We 
assume that questioning our ser-
mon is questioning the Scripture. Questions equal criticism, in
not
will
FUNDAMENTAilST JOURNAT
our opinion, and criticism is divisive and
not to be tolerated. Our management
style becomes autocratic.
A prominent preacher boasted to me
that in the 27 years he had pastored his
church, the thing he was prorrdest of *a"
that he had ne'yer once allowed his deacors
to vote on anything. That type of power
is unknown in the New'Ibstament. This
lack of team cooperarion polarizes boards
and congregations into camps and all too
often results in splits.
Power that is abused can also lead to
a denial of problems. If we begin to feel
uneasy about ourselves, we become critical
or angry with others. This can easily be-
come evident in our preaching. If anyone
suggests that we are preaching "too handl'
we can powerfully and convincingly declare
that we are just "preaching against sinl'
Thus the complainer's problem is with the
Bible, and the preacher is vindicated.
Not all "hard" preaching is motivated
by power; some is motivated by guilt. I
know a pastor who constantly preached
egainst immorality. He became exceed-
ingly angry and hostile in his preaching
and assured everyone he hated sin and the
Devil. In reality, he had been commining
immoral acts himself. As his guilt in-
creased, so did the npower" of his preaching.
The Peer,Pressure Problem
The peer-pressure problem is not limited
to adolescence; it is especially acute among
preachers. If our church has doubled in at-
tendance, we are eager to tell other
preachers.
Once I was leading a therapy group for
ministers. Approximately 10 of us sat in a
circle, and I asked the group to introduce
themselves and tell us a little about their
ministiies. I was soon sorry I had done so.
The first pastor glowingly told how his
church had grown. Not to be outdong the
second talked about his radio ministry and
the thousands of letters he received in
rcsponse to it. The thirrd e><tolled his
building program, and on it went.
Off to the side of the circle, I nodced
one member of the group squirming more
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and more as his turn approached. He and
his chair were almost out of the room by
the time it was his turn. He lowered his
head, and silence filled the room while all
waited for him to speak. "I'm in the wrong
placej' he sobbed. "My church is a mess.
My wife and I dont get along. I am miser-
able. I've been debating leaving the min-
istry. I certainly do not belong here with
you men. I came here for help I'm in the
wrong groupl' He bowed his head and
quietly sobbed.
Wt rn we confuse
power with uthonty
we become
authorinnon,
The uneasy silence was broken as one
man who had raved about the growth of
his church admined that he too had orob-
lems and needed help. The radio preacher
shared the problems of being away^ft,om his
children. Slowly a quiet atitude of hon-
esry filled the room. One of the finest group
experiences in which I have ever been in.
volved came about because one preacher
had been honest.
Preachers seem to love to perform
around each other and outdo each other.
instead ofbeing honest and asking for help
'What 
an o<ample we could set for our con-
gregations if we pastors would become more
helpful and mutually supporrive of one
another.
The Paranoid Problem
The paranoid problem is similar to the
one experienced by Elijah. Having run
away ftom the wrath of Jezebel, Elijah
forlornly declared to God, "I, even I, only
am leftl'In the paranoid problem, we feel
that we arc the only ones still faithful to
God Our church is the only "goodo church
in town. This atitude leads to a grandiose
isolationism, sometimes disguised under the
veil of separation. Because we are the onlv
faithful ones, we somehow stand above re-
proach for our conduct. I have actually
been told by pastors who were involved in
sin that God would not rcmove them ftrom
the ministry because they were the only
men in the area really preaching the \ford.
This atritude leads to arrqance and a lack
o{ accountability to anyone-including
God.
The Pinnacle Problem
The pinnacle poblem is depicted in the
account of Chrids remptatiorL when Saan
took Christ up to a pinnacle of the temple.
Satan tempted Christ to jump, testing the
Scripture that declared no harm would
come to Him because of the angels' pro-
tection. Too many of us believe that we
have that same protection fi,,om God; there-
fore we could never fall into sin.
For any of us to believe that we are
above falling is exceedingly dangerous. \fe
all are weak, and we all must constantly
ask God to give us what we need to over.
come the wiles of the Devil. When I lived
in Africa, I often heard the native exDres-
sion, "'Where the crack in the wall is. the
lizard comes inl'The same is mre in all of
our lives where Satan will tempt us in our
weakest arca.
The Personal Possession Problem
The personal possession problem occurs
in the life of the preacher when we merge
our own idencity with that of our ministry.
The ministry becomes an o<tension of
ourselves, and we think of it as our per-
sonal possession The church becomes umy'
church. The deacons become .6y"deacoDS.
This merging of minisrry and minister can
be dangerous in several ways. First, criticism
of the ministry can be percei',red as criticism
of the minister. If someone criticizes our
preaching, he is criticizing us. If someone
suggests alternate methods of doing some.
thing, he is criticizing our methods.
Seeing the ministry as our ve4r own can
also lead us to an overinflated idea ofour
own importance. I counseled a pastor who
left a church he founded, and he was angry
that it had not fallen apan without him.
In fact, since he left, the church had pros-
pered. He failed to realize that if a ministrv
is founded on Christ, it will prosper even
if its founder or pastor is gone.
Poh"pu the greatest danger in this prob-
lem is the door it opens for us to see
ourselves, not Christ, as the head of the
ministry. This is a subtle thing, one which
most preachers would quickly deny. But I
have seen it over and over again. The
owneroperator preacher sees himself as the
one who makes the ministry go If he is
criticized or questioned, he threaterrs to
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quit. \7e must make sure that Christ is the
head of our church in practice as well as
in theory. We are the shepherds, called to
minister and serve.
The ProofText/Personal
Preference Problem
The proof-to<t/personal preference prob-
lem deals with the deductive nature of Fun-
damentalist preaching. \7e preachers take
a point we wish to prove and then scurry
to the Scripture to validate it. This leads
to the dangerous practice of eisegesis,
reading into the Scripture, as opposed to
exegesis, reading out of the Scripture. Ex-
positional preaching must take into con-
sideration the grammatical, historical, and
conte>(ual meaning of a passage When our
preparation is hurried and incomplete, we
open ourselves to the danger of proof-
texting.
We are especially prone to muddy per-
sonal preference with Scriptural authoriry.
For instance, those who use Deuteronomy
22 to demonstrate that women should not
wear slacks simply are not being faithful to
Scripture. I do not believe there is anything
wrong with sharing personal preference
from the pulpit, but I believe it should be
clearly stated as just that. Sound inductive
preaching keeps us sharp and faithful.
Hrort ers seem to
loue to perform
oround eoch other
ond outdo eoch other,
The Pride Pnoblem
The pride problem is perhaps the sum-
marion of all the problems we have dis-
cussed. I have found a real sense of self-
satisfaction and pride among Fundamen-
talist preachers. 'We are very achievement-
oriented and easily find our value in the
size of our congregations or in the number
of souls won to the lond, instead of in our
worthiness in Christ. Pride is so subtle.
Recently, a well-known Fundamentalist
evangelist preached a salvation message to
a church congregation, despite the fact that
everyone prcsent was thought to be a pro-
fessing Christian. After the message, he
gave the invitation for salvation and no one
responded. He became more and more
agtated. He came out of the pulpit and
shook a finger at the crowd saying, "I've
preached this message 499 times and never
has no one responded!" He told the church
they had ruined his recond and angrily left.
Pride had its way.
As Fundamentalists, we need to refocus
aftention from self to the person of Jesus
Christ. I am calling for a radical renewal
of servanthood to Jesus Christ. If we will
not make such a commitment to Christ as
Lord and Head of our churches, then our
movement is in need of much renewal. 'We
are the servants, He is the Lord. \ile must
remove the emphasis from the men to the
Saviour. n
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luralism, the vogue word that
summons the same accolades
awarded openmindedness, fair-
ness, and equality, is often a sanctuary for
moral compromise, relarivism, suppression
of m.rth, and erosion of human worth-
qualities handly deserving plaudits.
\0ebster defines pluralism as "a state of
society in which members of diverse ethnig
racial, religious, or social groups main-
tain. . . development of their traditional
cultural or special interests within the con-
fines of a common civilizationl' Defined in
this manner, pluralism is the coexistence of
different types of people who share a mu-
tual rcspect for orre another's distincriveness
while seeking to live harmoniously within
the same society.
America was founded upon and flour-
ished under this ry'pe of pluralism-what
can be termed traditiuwl pluralism. As a
"melring pot]' the United States histori-
cally has drawn people of all natiors, races,
andcreeds,many of whom have maintained
their distinct cultural identities. Pride in
and acceptance of these distinctions are
reflected in the diversity of ethnic sub-
cultures in some of our major cities and
in the rise of ethnic awareness courses in
universities and high schools. This type
of pluralism can be both healthful and
enriching.
'\iilebster's 
second definition is more
philosophical and religious. Pluralism is
"a theorv that there are more than one
or more than two kinds of ultimate reali-
tyJ'This definition provides that there is
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not one universal truth, but various
"truthsl'Therefore, it would follow ftom
this definition that pluralism allows for no
absolute guiding values-only relative
prelerences.
This rype of contemporary pluralism
predominates in our sociery today. The
denial of one universal, absolute truth
logically leads to an "anything goes" men-
tality, as illustrated by the breakdown in
t l fl. lo soclet\ con
suraiue under o s^ystem
of obsolute moral
l a a
rentlult\.
moral absolutes and the devaluadon of
human life. Under this view there can be
no concrete appraisals ofgood and bad; all
values, and resulting behavior, must be held
in neutral.
Such a scheme of thought has never
been within the idmlogical purview of true
Christianiry. Christianiry holds that there
are absolutes and there is 'Iiuth-with a
capital "Tl-the liuth given to man from
the Creator, and all life is evaluated from
this Truth and His accompanying absolutes.
Christianity is dogmaric in that it is
based upon revealed, absolute tn:th. It is
controversial because tnrth divides and
causes healthy conflict. Christ, as the
Gospels illustrate, was both dogmatic and
conrroversial in His stand for mrth.
The belief in Chrisrian absolutes was
clearly reflected in early American sociery
and in the writings of those who framed
our founding documents, including the
Corstitution. ReganCless of their individual
religious doctrines, early Americans, in
general, recognized the er<istence of a
Supreme Being whose absolute laws are to
be the basis for all man-made laws.
"Narure's God" (as the Declararion of In-
dependence states)-not man-was the ul-
timate arbiter of jusrice in provrding all peo-
ple certain aholute (inalienable) rights such
as ulife, liberty, and the pursuit of
happinessi'
No society can surrrive under a system
of absolute moral relativiry. 'Ib prcvent total
chaos and anarchy, there must be some sys-
tem of laws that places certain restraints on
human behavior, including the behavior of
those employed by the state. Regandless of
how forcefully people insist that "you carit
legislate moraliryl' every enacrment of law
reflects an undergirding moral r,alue. Laws
against mur,Cer, rape, theft, or even trespass
are all examples of legislated moraliry that
relate to a persoris right to be secure in his
person and possessions.
A great danger in moral relarivism is
that it removes 6om the state any account-
abiliry and responsibiliry to the Higher
Being. If there are no absolutes to govern,
l9
authorities determine their own "arbitrary
absolutesl' Again, anything goes.
More and more frequently, changes in
America's laws are the product of a small
but highly elite group of judges. Constiru-
rionally, judges are not to make law at all;
that is a function distinctly bestowed upon
the legislative branch in Article I of the
Constirudon However, in their role of "in-
terpreting" the Constirution, many jurists
have literally created new laws based on
their personal opinions.
Reading opinions of the U.S. Supreme
Court justices shows how they conjure up
disparate meanings for the Constitution.
Yet only five of them need to agee on this
conjecrure to determine a law that is
binding.
The potenrial abuse of this ill-begotten
power is nowhere more disturbing than in
the life and death issues that have come
before the Court. ln 1973 in Roe qt. WaAe.
when the Supreme Court announced the
"right to privacy'.1-which is not specifically
granted in the Corstiturion-it legalized the
right of women to kill their unborn chil-
dren. Thus, the justices not only created
a neu.r corsriturional right, but they also
srripped the unborn child of his right to
life.
This der,aluation of human life led to
the courts' approval of withholding medical
fteatment 6rcm mentally or physically han&
icapped newboms. In the "Baby Jane Doe"
case, the courts upheld a couple's right to
refi:se corrective surgery for their daughter's
spina bifida.
The prcIileraion of man's e'fforts at play-
ing God in childrerls lives is spreading. A
medical program in Oklahoma s€t up a
crude mathematical formula to determine
which of several spina bifida infants merited
treatment and which could be neglected.
\ilhether a baby passedor failed depended
on his projected "quality of life]' which
was based on hisunatural endourynenC mul-
tiplied by the perceived support of his
-
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home and society. Using this formula, if a
physically normal baby were born to an
unwed, teenage drug addict, the doctors
would still give the child a quality of life
of zero.
Unbom children arc not the only ones
whose lives dangle precariously on arbitrary
'hr.rrltty of life" dictums. Coloradds Gover-
nor RicharC [-amm recendy caused outcries
when he indicated that some elderly peo-
ple have a "duty" to die to prevent their
being an economic and emotional bunCen
on society. Unfortr:nately, while Govemor
I-amm was thrust into the spotlight as an
exceptional example of callousness, nwl
share his convictions.
Secularisrrls influence has saturated all
other major institutions of the United
States as well. Consider the media. In 1981,
240 representatives of the "media elite'L
journalists, editors, TV executives, and so
forth-were surveyed lry Public Opinion
magazine Results howed that politically, the
majority considered themselves "Liberalsl'
'When 
asked about religious involvement,
85percent admitted thatthey attend church
"seldorri or "neverl On moral issues, 90 per-
cent agreed that women have the right to
choose to abort their children; 50 percent
did not regard adultery as wrcng; and only
15 percent "strongly agreed" that extra-
marital affairs are immoral.
With linle regard for moral absolutes,
some of the media often apply a double
standard. For instance, editors of the
Washingtan Post opposed a city ordinance
against pornography because "you don't
have to like pornognphy to believe that in
most c:$es it is protected by the First
Amendment" 0r4ay 12, 1984).
Yet when Congress debated the Equal
Access Act, allowing students who had
formed religious groups the same rights as
all other students to use public high school
facilities, the Post editors repeatedly pro-
tested its passage. The same joumalists who
so'bpenmindedly" championed pornog-
raphers'rights to 6ee speech saw no prob-
lem in censoring the free speech of those
who want to gather for prayer and Bible
study.
Tragically, the secularists'eficrts are often
being reinforced by Christians themselves.
Some claim that religion is only a personal
matter, that it should be confined to church
and home Therefore many have segegated
their lives into "spiritual" and "secular" com-
partments. Family devotions, Bible study,
Sunday worship services, and the like fall
into the spirinral category; every other
area-business, education, gcxrernment, and
so on, is strictly secular. As a result, Chris-
riars have "prilatized" their faith and have
withdrawn their presence ftom civil govem-
ment, education, and other vital areas of
public life.
This retreat from society repudiates
Christ's mandate in Manhew 5:13. Chris-
tians are to "salt" sociery-to preserve it
ftom moral and spiritual decay. If Christians
sincerely hold the Bible to be absolute, in-
errant truth, that tmth must encompass the
whole spectrum of life Christiaru must not
only submit to its authority in their per-
sonal religious practices, they must also
uphold it as the objective standard by
which every moral and social issue is to be
judged.
Jesus commissioned Chrisrians to go to
people everywhere, "teaching them to ob-
serve all things whatsoever I have com-
manded youl' The "all" embraces much
Sorn. Christioru haue
segregoted their lives
into "spinhnl" ond
" se culor" c omp ortmentl
more than evangelism. It means proclaim-
ing His teaching that life is sacred because
all people are created in His image; that
parents-not the state-are given respon-
sibiliry to guide their childrerfs lives; that
all people are to deal honestly and com-
passionately with their fellowman, and so
on. It mearrs ensuring that the Christian
voice is rightfully allowed in the public
marketplace of ideas.
If Christians-by personal apathy or e><-
ternal pressures-allow the truth to be
muffled, our narion will continue to
flounder in a destructive whirlpool of
relative r,alues and conflicting laws. Chru-
rraru will be largely resporsible for a culture
that breeds crime and cheapens
the rralue of our families, and unashamedly
destoys "inferior" human life,
In some of its decisions, the Supreme
Court has affirmed that the First Amend
mends intent isto protect and accommodate
religion, not to expunge it from all public
society. Thus, Christians have a constitu-
tional foundation for protesting outright
efforts at censorship. Protests leading to
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responsible litigation have won some favor-
able court decisions. For example:
After local merchants complained about
their "firebrand" message, seven sidewalk
er,angelists in a South Carolina town werc
anested for preaching without a permit.
The evangelists charged that the town's
vagueh worded ordinance gave city officials
vimrally uncontrolled authority to restrict
"pure speech activityl'They claimed the of-
ficials tried to curtail the public speaking
by dictating their own subjective restraints.
When the sidewalk evangeliss argued that
their constitutional rights had been vio-
lated, a U.S. District Court judge agreed.
Repudiatingthe towrls or,Cinance as a "prior
restraint upon the rights of freedom of
speech and freedom of assemblyi he pro-
hibited town officials fiom further in-
terference with the evangelists' preaching.
Because of her religious convicrions, a
nurse in Delaware declined an ofier to work
for an abortionist. When she refused to aid
in the killing of life, the state cut off the
womaris unemplqlment compersation ben-
efits. Attorneys for the Rutherford
Institute threatened to sue the state for
infringing on the nurse's constitutional
rights. The state then backed down and
restored her benefits.
In these situations the Christiars did not
disobey the law. They o<ercised their
fieedoms protected in the Constitution to
oeress their moral convicrions. Howeveq
they were willing to pay the price and suf-
fer the consequences of their stand for
tmth.
The question is, How will the majority
of Christians respond? One can look the
other way as thousands ofunbom children
are killed every day. One can retreat into
his safe and comfortable world of Sunday
services and fellowship dinners. One can
nobly pardon his passiveness by claiming
that 'but of love" he does not want to of-
fend anyone. But the one who accommo-
dates the world's standards instead of o<-
posing them to the light of biblical tmth is
no longer followingChrist in the true sense.
Jesus accepts nothing less than to be Lord
of the Christian's u,hole life. No "secular"
comparrments ecape His jurisCiction.
For the Christian,the bottom line is not
what is safe, or comfortable, or inoffensive,
but what is tme. Christians are to light the
world and to salt the earth, and that in-
volves moral conft,ontation. Though our
pluralistic society seela to eliminate effec-
tiveChristianinfluencg we must be faithful
to securc a truly open marketplace of ideas.
o
NOVEMBER ]984 ni:i
"Ladies and
President the
United States..."
Thesc familiar words of introduction
precede President Reagan's numer-
ous spoech()s, radio messages, and
interviews. Now you can oxamine for
yoursolf in this new book, Ronald
Reagan: In God I Trust, his actual
statements on faith, praycr, family,
the sanctity of life, Judeo-Christian val-
ues, and America's spiritual heritage.
Not only will you better unclerstand
Ronald Reagan and the impact of his
staternents on thc world, but you will
recognize thla true sourco of his great-
ness and effoctivoness as a world
lcader - his trust in God. Paper, 53.95
eK WHeru&lg Your bookstore'tr$ffiffi;.$I isiffJ'??'J,l,r""postage at)cl
rr ' han<ttihg.
Lfu
Gentlemer, the
Available at
of
\,*
@ttt#loDug @persnDi
of @burrb7Diisfplfne
by Ralph D. Mawdsley
might be added a fourth, restoration (Gal.
6:1). The primary function of scriptural
discipline is healing the offense [-uke 17:3).
Only when that is not possible is the of-
fender to be remcved ftom the church. The
key to finding the delicate balance of love
and correction necessary in a particular
situation lies in developing a keen awareness
of when discipline is needed, what it should
entail, how it should be administered, and
what it should accomplish.
The difficulty with handling church
discipline problems is that while Scripture
provides general principles, it fumishes very
few specific procedural guidelines. Matthew
18:15f7 provides that in the case of private
offenses where two separate aftempts at
reconciliation have failed, "Gll it unto the
church; but if he neglect to hear the
church. let him be unto thee as an heathen
man and a publicarf'(v.17). fublic offenses
could normally be dealt with using the
guidelines for private sins, although there
is no special biblical command to do so.
Matthew 18:1517 leaves much interpretive
latitude to individual churches.
'What determines the dividing line be-
tween public and private offenses? Is it the
nature of the offense, or is it the publicity
generated by the offense? Should a church
be able to enforce its discipline procedure
regardless of the impact upon the accused
parry? Suppose the nanlrc and method of
such discipline is not known to some or
all church members. If an alleged waywand
member resigns, is the church relieved of
all authority to discipline that member?
Should the method of church discipline be
subject to judicial constraints of reason-
ableness regarding grounds for, or methods
of, discipline? Quinn u. Tlv Clwrch of
Christ of CoIIinsuiIIe, Oklahorna, is a case
in point. In Qainn, plaintiff alleged that
her dismissal from defendant church in-
vaded her privacy and inflicted emotional
distress upon her. She alleged a lack of
understanding of the defendant's disci-
plinary procedure. Plaintiff asked for
$1,200,000 compensatory and punitive
damages and at trial was awanded $390,000
by a jury. The scenario for this lawsuit un-
folded as follows.
Plaintiff joined defendant church in
March 1974.
Sometime prior to September 1981
plaintiff was alleged to have violated the
churchs moral code.
The three church elders contacted
plaintif on ss,eral occasiors under Matthew
18 seeking rcpentance One of the meetings
occurred in the presence of her children
outside her house because plaintiffrefused
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iscipline. No two people have
o<actly the same understanding
of the word or concept, but
everyone feels strongly about discipline.
Jb some it is synonymous with punish-
ment and harshness, evoking only nega-
tive thoughts and actions. Others avoid
it at all costs, feeling each person is a free
spirit with the right to express himself as
he chooses.
The difficult task of coming to a deci-
sion regarrding appropriate discipline seems
to be magnified in the area of church
discipline. Few people have found a com-
fortable balance between the extremes;
many are simply ignoring the whole sticky
business.
The responsibiliry of a church to make
and enforce doctrinal codes and rules of
conduct is founded on incontrovertible
biblical authority. The apostle Paul asked
somewhat incredulously of the church at
Corinth, "Do not ye judge them that are
within?" The directive to a church with
a nonrepentant person engaging in open
sin was, "Put away from among yourselves
that wicked persorf'(1 Cor. 5:12-13). How-
ever, church discipline has always been
premised upon three basic biblical laws:
love flohn 1334), confession (Man. 5:2324),
and forgiveness ([.uke 17.3-4). Jb these
22
/ \ -
to go to the church to discuss the matter
with the elders. On another occasion the
elders approached her at a laundromat
and insisted she go to the church with
them and discuss the marter.
On September 21,7981, the three elders
sent a letter to plaintiffstating that, since
plaintiff had not demonstrated a rcpentant
heart, they would read a statement to the
church on October 4. 1981. Plaintiff was
to be excluded from the fellowship of the
body of Christ.
On September 24,1987, plaintiff wrote
a letter to the church, withdrawing her
membership and declaring that the elders
had no right to say anything against her
in the church. One of the elders responded
verbally to plaintiff that she could not
withdraw from the church; the church had
to withdraw from her.
On October 4,1981, a letter was read
to the church, finding plaintiff in viola-
tion of Scripture. The letter read to the
church was sent to four sister churches
on October 7, 1981, with a letter advis-
ing them of defendant churchs action
and asking them to continue praying for
plaintiff and to contact her for purposes
of encouragement and exhortation.
On November 23, 7981, plaintiff filed
suit against defendant church and the
church elders.
The Quinn case raises some legitimate
concern about the autonomy of local
churches in imposing discipline. The
United States Supreme Court has ad-
dressed itsel( on a number of occasions,
to the relationship between church mem-
bers and their church, and the right of
courts to intervene in internal disputes.
For example, Watson v. Jones, l87l:
The right to organize voluntary
religious associations to assist in the
expression and dissemination of
any religious doctrine, and to create
tribunals for the decision of con-
troverted questions of faith within
the association, and for the ec-
clesiastical government of all the in-
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dividual members, congregations,
and officers with the general associ
ation, is unquestioned. All who
unite themselves to such a body
do so with an implied consent to
this government, and are bound to
submit to it.
However, the court has recognized that
where both a civil right and an ecclesi-
astical matter are at issue, a couft is free
to try the civil issue. Most recently, the
Court has upheld the right of the judi-
ciary to decide church properry or person-
nel disputes within churches, but only as
long as courts do not have to resolve
underlying controversies over religious
doctrine.
There is little question that churches
have a right to make rules regarding moral
standards and church discipline. However,
within the broad constitutional parameters
outlined by the United States Supreme
Court, most state courts have exercised
what they perceive as their judicial prerof
ative to review church discipline cases
where "civil, contract, or property rights"
arc at stake The modem rrend among state
courts appears to be to give an expansive
interpretation to what constitutes a prop-
erry, contract, or civil right, although some
state courts would hold that church mem-
bership does not involve such rights.
Courts will not disturb church decisions
in ecclesiastical matters, provided of course
the church had jurisdiction to decide the
matter. But courts have generally not felt
that the free exercise or establishment
clauses of the First Amendment prohibit
them from reviewing church decisions, or
in granting remedies to aggrieved parties,
where there is evidence of fraud or malice,
where church discipline is tied to some
vague conditions of membership, or
where churches have not complied with
their own charters or bylaws in the dis-
ciplinary process.
However, where disciplined church
members have sought to sue church of-
ficials or other members for comments
made during a disciplinary meeting, courts
have clothed all such comments with a
qualified privilege, meaning that no law-
suit would be successful unless the com-
ments were made maliciously or with
reckless disregard of the comments' falsiry.
While a qualified privilege would probably
be a defense in every state to a defama-
tion lawsuit, it has not gained general
acceptance in an invasion ofprivacy law-
suit such as Quinn.
In view of the state courts' permitting
litigation of church member civil rights in
church discipline situations, there are raised
a number of problems for pastors, deacors,
or other church officers. Courts appear
to be little troubled about the inherent
contradiction in acknowledging on one
hand that churches have complete con-
trol over internal doctrinal matters but
then on the other hand granting a civil
remedy to a present or former church
member, even though granting such a
remedy might have the effect of negating
the church's doctrine or the procedures
to enforce that doctrine.
Nr church should
refwe to practice
church discipline
where its standnrds
of foith or proctice
haue been uioloted,
Unfortunately, most courts today ap-
parently find such back-door encroach-
ments on religious beliefs to be more
palatable than simply addressing outright
the moral correctness or incorrectness of
a religious belief. Over 100 years ago the
United States Supreme Court ruled that
polygamy as a religious belief was morally
unacceptable and upheld a criminal pun-
ishment for the practice of polygamy.
There is something refreshing about a
judicial decision that declared a moral
standard of what is right and then per-
mitted a penalry for conduct not conform-
ing to that standard.
Today, under the judicially contrived
"compelling interest" test, courts apply an
amoral reasoning process to accomplish
two conflicting purposes. A court can
find virtually any religious belief to be
legitimate, but then permit a state agency
to impose and enforce penalties upon those
who hold such beliefs. Such decisions by
courts today have frustrated and angered
persons involved in church-related minis-
tries, who see the sterile application of
civil and criminal penaities to church pro-
grams and personnel-without regard to
a a
I
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moral values-as undermining absolute
standards of morality.
The Qr.linn decision should serve to
raise the level of awareness of church of-
ficials. No church should assume it is free
of possible litigation by following what it
understands to be its requirement for
church discipline. On the other hand, no
truly biblical church should ever refrse
to practice church discipline where its
standards of faith or practice have been
violated. If churches and their officials are
going to be subject to judicial scrutiny
regarding the standards and methods of
church discipline, the following sugges-
tions may be of some assistance.
Church members should be informed
regarding the basic requirements of faith
and practice, noting that violations of
such will result in church discipline. Al-
though such requirements do not have to
be separately identified in written con-
stitutions, bylaws, or covenants, there is
less likelihood of confiusion or misunder-
standing if they are.
There should be some notice to church
members of the procedures followed when
there is an alleged violation.
Some deliberate attemDt should be
made to familiarize persons with the stan-
dards of faith and practice and with the
penalties for violations of those standards
prior to those persons becoming church
members.
M*, are simply
ignoring the whole
. l l .
strck1 busrness.
Some consideration should be given
to the effect of a resignation upon con-
tinuance of church discipline procedures.
\ilhere the effect of church discipline
would be to perform the rather hollow
firnction of removing from membership
a person who is no longer a member, it
might appear to a court (as in Qainn) that
the further continuation of church dis-
cipline procedures was for reasons other
than correction or exhortation.
The Quinn decision is currently being
appealed and there is no assurance how
an appeals court will apply the constitu-
tional principles addressed at the begin-
ning of this article to the Qulnn set of
facts.
Pastors and other church officials in-
volved with church discipline problems
cannot ignore the legal implications of
their actions. Pastors should investigate
their protection under church liability
policies, in case litigation arises from
church discipline situations. Establishing
a written procedure for church discipline
would help to avoid problems with hasty
or inappropriate action. In all cases re-
quiring discipline, pastors have a serious
leadership function to perform, and they
need to make certain that they always con
duct themselves in a manner that brings
honor to the Bible and their Saviour.
The primary fi:nction of biblical dis-
cipline-healing and restoration-must
govern the entire disciplinary procedure.
Every phase must be carried out in the
loving spirit of Christ, remembering that
justice and mercy were reconciled
Calvary's Cross.
Reference citations available upon request.
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Thonksgiving, the seo-
son for counting blessings,
olso brings on oworeness
of the needy oround us. But
reoching out to offer help
rnust be more thon o seo-
sonol gesture.
HungryStrohgers
Mhoseb$itoftibilLty
Are Thef
by Angela EIweII Hunt
tinue in a socialistic philosophy of "spread-
ing the wealtn"'? Can we rest knowing that
many cheat and steal through welfare fraud,
and children gro',r/ up to be totally depen-
dent on the government to supply their
every need?
God commanded His people to take
care of the poor, the sick, the shut-ins. God
has given us all things, and we are to be
the means to disribute His bounty to
others.
In the Old Gstament, tithes were
used to provide for the Levites, the poor,
the fatherless, and the stranger (Deut.
14:28-29). Israelites were encouraged to
atr
K?Tlhen shall the righteous
I answer him, saying, Lord,
-L when saw we thee an
hungeled, and fu thee? G thirsty, and ga''e
thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger,
and took thee in? Or naked. and clothed
thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in
prison, and came unto thee?
And the King shall answer and say unto
them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of
these rny brethren, ye have done it unto
me" (Maft. 25:3740.
There is much discussion today about
the fate of the poor, the elderly, and the
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underprivileged. Political Liberals are in
favor of taking ftom the rich to give to the
poor through higher taxes and increased
welfare programs. Conservatives believe
that in matters of government, "less is
morel'In reality we must find a solution
to help those who are unemployed, dis-
abled, sick, and poor.
'We 
cannot rid this country of welfare
rolls with the simple wave of a hand.
Millions depend on public social assistance
for their daily survival. Without the check
from Uncle Sam every month, they would
suffer and many might die.
So--what is the answer? Should we con-
receive the poor into their own homes
and not charge any interest on loans to
them ([rv. 25:35-37). Farmers were com-
manded not to totally strip their lands of
their crops; a remnant was left for the
poor to glean the field.
Christ admonished us to feed the poor,
visit the sick. and clothe the naked. Because
Christ never told us to do anything that
He will not give us the power to ac-
complish, it is amazing that more churches
are not involved in social assistance
programs.
The Office of Family Assistance in
'Washington 
says that in an average month
o{ 1982,21.7 million people received food
stamps. That same year, the federal govem-
ment spent $10.2 billion to firunce the food
stamp program. Almost 22 million people
needed food in 1982, and they rurned to
the government for help.
Ga commnnded His
people to tnke core
of the poor, the sick,
the shut ins.
According to the Census Bureau's
Center for Demographic Studies, the 1980
Census showed that 138 million people in
America are enrolled as members of a
church. There are 339,053 acual church
buildings in the United States.
'What does this mean? If Christians
(even church members) were willing to
undertake the biblical imperatives of help
ing the poor, we could easily eliminate the
largest public assistance pqlram funded by
our government. If each one of those
339,053 churches helped feed 65 people (10
to 20 families), there would be no need for
food stamps. There are seven church
members for each person on the food
stamp Fogram-how easy it would be for
seven to sponsor just one personl
Some churches are paying more than lip
service to the ideals of helping the poor.
One is Grace Community Church, in Sun
Valley, Califomia. Jean Spellman outlined
the churctls "p*tty''operation, saying: '\7e
designated an arca for the food to be kept,
and volunteers mapped out a balanced diet
for a certain number of days and a certain
26
number of people. The food is then boxed
according to family size, so that all each
family has to do is remove one box from
a shelf.
"When people apply for help, they fill
out a form to confirm that they are really
needy, and they are counseled. We want
to help, but we dorit want to complicate
their problem. \7e used to distribute food
certificates, but we found that we could not
know what people were buyrng, and we did
not want to contribute to any more prob-
lems in their livesl'
Stocking the church pantry was easy.
Ten thousand people worship in the
church each Sunday, so on the first Sun-
day of the month, if each church member
brings just one item, the pantry is filled.
Since the prrcgram's beginning two years
agq the worrC has spread, and the local
welfare agencies often refer people to the
church if the welfare checks are late or if
there is a special need. Jean estimates that
the pantry supplies between 15 and 20
families a week, and requests continue to
come in.
Another church with an aggressive
social assistance program is Thomas Road
Baptist Church of Lynchburg, Virginia.
Their "Family Center" provides food and
clothing for people who need assistance.
The building is staffed by church vol-
unteers and the program is directed by
TRBC staff. Dave Fleming, who oversees
the program, estimates that the Family
Center has helped 25 ro 35 families a
week in the two years it has been in
operation.
The Family Center is unique. It is not
located in the Thomas Road Church buil&
ing, but is in the heart of the downtown
Lynchburg area. The Family Center is like
a big store--groceries are set up as in a
regular storc, and the clothing deparrment
features clothing on racks, sorted by size.
Everything is available, including meats,
dairy products, diapers, toiletries, and
clothing for all members of a family.
Fleming ocplained that when a family
applies for assistance at the Family Center,
often after referrals ftom the welfare depart-
ment, police, or other churches, they are
visited by a pastor from TRBC to discuss
their need. Applicants are also given finan-
cial and spiritual courueling, and Fleming
rcports that one priority is to find work for
the unemployed-1'\7dve helped a lot of
people find jobsl'
The Family Center is able to purchase
groceries wholesale, and by using church
funds to buy prrcducts in bulk, they can
furnish the store more inexpensively than
if they gathered donated items ftom church
members. Clothing is either used clothing
in excellent condition or new. There is no
rag-bag sruff at the Family Center.
Scott Memorial Baptist Church, in
El Cajon, California, pastored by David
Jeremiah, sponsors a nFood for the Hungry"
program, which is administrated by
associate pastor Gene Huntsman. Hunts-
man says the church "saw the need be-
cause there were so many people who
would come by the church and ask for aid.
'\7e 
decided to have some means to take
care of them right on the spot, so on Com-
munion Sunday night, we have a food of-
fering. We found that this was heartily ac-
cepted by the congregation and God has
honored it. We feel that helping the needy
is the heart of Godl'
Food for the Hungry feeds three or four
families each week who call or come by the
church. Volunteers prcparc 3Gpound boces
of food, available with no strings attached.
Also in the boces are a New Testament and
a brochure about the church. Whoever dis-
tributes the food fills out a questionnaire
on the familv for future reference. "Ob-
viously, we know there are some people
who take advantage of this, but we feel that
this is God's resporsibility, and our rcspon-
sibility is just to feed those who are hungr/
Huntsman says that the er<citement of
helping others has carried over into other
areas of church life. Church members are
taking an active part in caring for the
homeless and in helping the unemployed
find jobs. In transient California, many
times poor travelers will be placed in motels
by Tiaveler's Aid, and the church will be
called to provide food five or six times a
week. Once they sent food to a needy
widow in a motel. She later sent them a
letter, saying that she was thrilled to know
there really was a church who cared.
u'We want people to know that God gave
us the greatest gift of all, and we want to
demonstrate the gift of God by the grving
of giftsi concludes Huntsman.
Probably any church in America is will-
ing to e><tend help, food, or money to peo-
ple who really need it and ask for it. But
many churches are beginning to be more
aggressive in this area. The government
cannot affcnC to feed the poor forever.
Perhaps we should seek not only to sup
plement the government's role of provideq
but also to assume that role for the church.
It was our responsibility first. D
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At the turn of the century in Evanston,
lllinois, a group of Christians decided that
, the fizz in cabonated drinks was a cor-
rupting influence on the young. They
forbade the sale of ice cream sodas
on Sunday. Jb circumvent
this rule, ice cream par-
lors left out the soda
and put a topping
* 
on their ice cream in-
stead. This new concoc-
tion became known as a
"Sundayl' People liked it
so well they were soon
asking for it on other
days of the week. Later,
under protest, the name
was changed to "Sundaef'
so as not to connect such
a secular object with the
lord's Day.
Sadly, with all these
rules, many people re-
ganCed Christianity merely
as a list of "dos and don'tsl'
they were
Jesus lambasted the Pharisees for being
meticulous about the letter of the law and
forgetting justice, mercy, and faith. He ex-
pressed the incongruity of their lives as
"straining at a gnat and swallowing a
camel."
Legalism is dangerous because it sub-
stitutes behavior for faith. In Fearfully and
Vonderfully Made, authors Paul Brand
and Philip Yancy liken a legalistic person
to a crayfish, This creature wears a skeleton
on the outside, much as many religious
people try to show their piety by e><ternals,
having no real life within.
The Pharisees were masters of extemals.
During Jesus' day they allowed their ad-
herents to travel only 2,000 cubits (about
1,000 yards) on the Sabbath Day. New
ridiculous rules were continually added
until a woman could not look in a mir-
ror on the Sabbath for fear she would see
a gray hair and pull it out. Although it
was permissible to bandage a wound on
the Sabbath, putting ointment on it was
forbidden, because the ointment would
heal the wound.
In the early part of this cenrury, Chris-
tians strictly observed the I-ord's Day: no
ball-playing, no games of any sort, no un-
necessary work, strict church attendance.
My parents, even as late as the 1930s, for-
bade us to use a pair of scissors on Sun-
day. They equally frowned upon taking
up a needle, a crochet hook, or an iron.
Sunday was a day of rest and worship at
our house.
There was a lot of law back there and
much intolerance-not the freedom we
enjoy today. But has the pendulum swung
too far the other way? \7e would not want
to return to the bondage of our fore-
fathers, but have we lowered our stan-
dards to the point where there is little
difference between us and the ungodly?
First-cenrury Christians refused to go
to hospitals for medical care, because the
pagan hospitals were under the protection
of a heathen deity. Neither would they
send their children to the schools of that
day because the stories of the pagan gods
were taught as fact. Their separation was
construed as rebellion and severely pun-
ished, sometimes even by death.
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'!ilhen 
my mother was
in her twenties (in the
early 19@s), Chris-
tians frowned at
one of their
own appear-
ing in a gown
i,. with three-
'  q u a r t e r - l e n g t h
sleeves at breakfast.
The forearm should
be discreetly covered
to the {rrist.
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Draw t}eeLrne?
In comparison, our stance today looks
extremely flabby. It is not a matter of
persecurion with us, merely inconvenience.
Why shouldrlt we shop on Sunday, work
in the yard, do the ironing, or paint the
bathroom if we feel like it? Many Chris-
tians see nothing wrong with using the
lord's Day in this way. They think noth-
ing ofskipping church to reserve a place
at the park for their picnic or to get an
early start on their fishing trip.
Christians have come a long way from
wrist-length sleeves. \7e allow Hollywood,
via the television screen, to invade our
homes with dancing, drinking, smoking,
and other practices considered taboo a
number of years ago. There is no ques-
tion about it-we are lowering our stan-
dards inch by inch, year by year. Where
is it leading us? \ilhere will it end? Is this
part of the perilous times about which
Paul warned Timothy?
Change is inevitable with the passing
of time. If it were not so we would still
be eating with our fingers as the English
insisted on doing until 100 years after Italy
adopted the fork. \ile would still be sus-
picious of Krays as a scheme to invade
our privacy. !(e would not have tele-
phones, televisions, or airplanes, let alone
computers and space shuttles. But will
technological progress cause us to regress
spiritually? Have we become so tolerant
that we accept anything and everything?
Old-fashioned man-made rules may
become extinct, but God's rules do not
change. The principles of His Word still
urge us to separation from the world and
unto holy living. Men's answers differ
widely as to what this means. God's \0ord
is the only sure source of direction.
Jesus reiterated the law in these two
commandments: "Thou shalt love the
lord thy God with all thy heart, and
Matilda Nordtvedt is
a free-Iance writer and
pastor's wife in Everett,
Washington.
O\ IVIALLLAA
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength . . . . Thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself" (Mark 12:30-31).
Do the things we allow in our lives cause
our love for Him to cool? This will vary with
individuals. Myra had an inordinate love
for reading fiction. This passion so con-
trolled her thoughts that she had no
desire to read God's \ford. ln the in-
terest of pleasing God and growing
in Him she felt she must give up
this pleasure. Her friends thought
her extreme and narrow, but she
did what was right for her. Paul
tells us not to regard with con-
temDt those who follow standards
different from our own (Rom. 141-5\.
In other words, we should not laugh at Myra for feeling
guilty about reading fiction, and Myra should not con-
demn those who feel good about reading a novel once
in a while.
The second law concerns our witness to others. Paul
wrote, "l-et no man seek his own, but every man
another's wealth" (l Cor. 10:24). And, "Gke heed lest
by any means this liberty of yours become a stumbling-
block to them that are weak" (1 Cor. 8:9). Paul was will-
ing to waive his own rights and liberties in order that
those about him would not stumble. Whether or not
we feel we can handle such things as smoking, social
drinking, and so forth, should not be an issue. We are
simply not to use our liberty in Christ as license to par-
ticipate in activities that could cause another Christian
to fall.
A plaque on the wall of my childhood home served
many times as a deterrent to wrongdoing. It said:
Say nothing you would not like to be
saying when Jesus comes.
Do nothing you would not like to
be doing when Jesus comes.
Go no place you woulci not
like to be found when Jesus
comes.
Paul says, 'All things are lawful for me,
but all things are not expedient: all things are
lawful for me, but all things edifi' not" (1 Cor. 10:23).
\7hat enhances my love for the Saviour and His \ford?
\(hat hinders it? "Whether therefore then ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God"
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(1 Cor. 10:31). D
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TUNDAMflNTAL6 IN FOCU6
ecently my wife brought a bag of
cookies home from the grocery
store. Because she knows me
only too well she said, "Don't eat these
cookies all at once; I want them to last
until the end of the weekl'As soon as she
left the kitchen I ate all the cookies, but
unwisely left the empty bag on the table.
lJpon returning to the kitchen and spot-
ting the bag she asked, more irritated
than surprised, "Did you eat the whole
bag? "
"No, " was my facetious reply. "I ate all
the cookies in the bag."
She and I meant the same thing, but
expressed it differently. I understood, of
course, that she was not inquiring as to
whether I actually ate "the bag." She
spoke figuratively, and I literally.
As in our daily conversation, the Bible
is full of such illustrative figures of speech.
Conservative, Bible-believing Christians
are often ridiculed for advocating a literal
hermeneutic or interpretation of Scripture.
Perhaps because of their love for God's
Vord and their zeal to protect its doc-
trines, they overemphasize the literal
hermeneutic to the point of crass and
even unrealistic literalism. lfithout proper
recognition of the figures of speech in
Ronald C. Sauer is
associate professor of
biblical studies, Liberty
Baptist CoIIege,
Lynchburg, Virginia. He
llr,lls a Ph.D. from tb,e
Manchester, Englmd.
descriptive language, interpreting Scrip'
ture can lead to absurd and confusing
results. This however should not discour'
age us from properly applying literal
interpretation,
'What is the "literal hermeneutic"? lt
is the method by which the Bible is ex-
plained in a strict, straightforward, natural,
and matter-of-fact wav. This is a standard
rule unless a figure of speech alerts the
Frrurrs of speech
ore os prevalent in
biblical languoge os
they ere in our own
doily conversotion.
interpreter and cautions him against giv-
ing the passage a strictly literal prosaic
meaning. Figures of speech are as prevalent
in biblical language as they are in our own
daily conversation.
A figure of qpeech is defined 67 Webster's
New Colleglate Dictionnry as "a form of ex-
pression . . . used to convey meaning or
heighten effectl' Both modern daily dis-
course and current literature are full of
such rhetorical figures. But we are so ac-
customed to them that, for the most part,
we are unaware of their existence. How
do we interpret what others say? We in-
terpret everything literally unless there is
good reason, because of the presence of
figures of speech, to do otherwise. The
same rule or hermeneutic or method of
interpretation should be applied to the
Bible. Instead of saying that we interpret
the Scriptures "literally]'perhaps it would
be better to say that we interpret them
"normally" or "plainly'l-everything is
taken literally unless there is good cause
to do otherwise.
In Jesus' statement "I am the door"
$ohn 10:9), the metaphor cautions readers
against taking it in a strictly literal sense.
This comparison declares that one thing
is or represents another. As "the door" is
the only entrance into the sheepfold, so
Jesus is man's only way into heaven. The
Christ we worship, then, is not a literal
door, but our sole hope for salvation.
Stronger than metaphor, the hypo-
catastasis (implication) mentions just one
of the items in a comparison and only im-
plies the other. This figure suggests that
one thing is another, and it is used to
arouse attention to a high degree. For ex-
ample, "I have fed you with milk, and not
with meat" in 1 Corinthians 3:2, taken
literally, says that like a dietitian Paul
allowed the Corinthians to drink milk,
but gave them no meat. Normal interpre-
tation by hypocatastasis implies the "milk"
and "meat" represent elementary and ad-
vanced Christian teaching, respectively.
Because of the Corinthians'poor spiritual
condition, Paul says he could teach them
only simple truths.
People in biblical times, as now, often
utilized hyperbole (exaggeration) to define
situations. "W'e were in our own sight as
grasshoppers, and so we were in their
\ -
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sight" (Num. 13:33). This was the report
of the spies whom Moses sent into rhe
land of Canaan. Gken literally, the Ca-
naanites were hundreds of feet tall. But
hyperbole dispells such notions, for the
figure merely stresses the enormous
stature of Israel's enemies.
At one time or another most students
are required to read Shakespeare. Actually,
they do not "read Shakespearej'but the
works of Shakespeare. This expression em-
ploys metonymy, whereby the author's
name is used to express his writings. So
it is in Acts 15:21: "Moses of old time hath
in every city them that preach him, being
read in the synagqlues every Sabbath davl
That is, Moses himself is not ,,preachej"
and "readl' but his writings-the penta-
teuch-are preached and read weeklv in
Jewish synagogues.
In another kind of meronymy, the
container is used to express its contents,
This is very common in Scripture. ,,The
grave cannot praise thee" (Isa. 38:18); that
is, the dead buried in the grave cannot
praise God. "Make a joyful noise unto
God, all ye lands" (Ps. 66:l); the actual
physical "lands" themselves are not sum.
moned to praise God, but the people who
live in "all... lands" are urged to glorifu
Him.
The recognition of figures of speech
prevents absurd biblical interpretation.
Many fathers more or less anticipate the
time when a young man will app.oa.h
them and say, "Sir, I would like to ask for
the hand of your daughter in marriagel'
Imagine the suitor's surprise if met with
the father's response, "\ilell, do you wantjust her 'handj or do you want all of her?',
But fathers have no trouble interpreting
the above request. For by the figure oi
synecdoche, a part is put for the whole,
in this case a part of the body for the
whole person. So it is in Genesis 42:38
where Jacob complains to his sons, ,,Then
shall ye bring down my gray hairs with
sorrow to the gravel' Literally-thev will
scalp him and cast his scalp into a grave.
Normally, by synecdoche, whereby ,,my
gray hairs" represents Jacob himself-his
sons will cause him to die with much
sorrow.
Recognizing figures ofspeech not only
prevenrs absurdity of inrerpretation but
also aids in grasping firller understandins
of a verse. For example, Paul tells th!
Philippians, "l long after you all in the
bowels of Jesus Christ" (Phil. l:8). The
apostle avails himself here of the fizure
catachresis, associating the words,,bowels"
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and "love" together, which usuallv have
little in common. As a man's bowels are
located deep within him, so one's stron-
gest passions-such as love-come from
deep within. In saying that he loves them
with "the bowels of Christl' Paul means
that he loves his friends with the deepest
kind of love.
Sometimes recognizing figures of speech
may simply aid the reader in appreciating
what an author is saying. Look at Hebrewi
more than the perverted use of the Bible
by r,arious cults rules out the use of God's
\Uord by those who rightly divide it.
Therefore, everything in the Bible
should be interpreted literallv unless a
figure of speech is present that points
toward a metaphorical explanation. Did
God, then, create the universe (Gen. 1:l)?
Is the Bible inspired by Him (Z Tim. 3:16),
and is it "pirre" (Ps. 19:8) of error? \fas
Jesus God manifest in the flesh flohn
I
Torc od,vocating a literol hermeneutic d,o
not mointoin that the whole Bible should be
interpreted in o strictly literalistic rnanner.
Scripture should be explained in the same
woy that norrnol, eaerydoy conaersction is
understood. We con still hold to the
inerr-oncy of S*ipture while recognizing these
illustrative methods of comminication.
l:5; "Unto which of the angels said he at
any time, Thou art my Son, this dav have
I begotten thee?" This figure is called
erotesis of affirmation negation, It raises
a question not in order to obtain infor-
mation, but to emphatically state a fact.
The writer of Hebrews is not quizzing his
recipients as if to say, "Please inform me.
which angel did God declare to be His
Son?" Rather, this unreal question is a
rhetorical device that forciblv declares.
"God never said to 
".ry ".rg"i, 
,you are
My Sonl " The implication is that these
words were addressed bv God onlv to
Jesus. The aurhor could have simply writ-
ten, "God said to Jesus, 'You are My Sonl,'
But he makes the point via question, and
does it much more emphatically in this
interrogative form. Compare rhe straight-
forward statement "I am not a thief', ,iith
the stronger and almost indignant, ,,1 am
not a thie( am I!/"
The proverbial Pandora,s box can be
opened if a student of blbllcal literature
goes to the extreme in seeing figures of
speech where they do not exist, and
thereby misinterprets the passage. But
such perversion does not negate the
legitimate use of this rhetoricaliool any
1:1,14)? Born of a virgin ([lke 1:35X Vas
His death a vicarious and efficacious
atonement for sinners (Rom. 5:8)? \fas He
literally raised from the grave (Eph. l:20)?
Did He physically ascend into heaven(Acts 1:9-10)? \Uill He bodily return to
earth (Acts 1:11)? The answer to all these
and other such questions is ,,yes',| For
nothing exists in these texts to indicate
that they should be interpreted in any
other than a purely literal manner. But
figures of speech are present in manv
biblical passages that do demand figurative
explanations.
Those advocating a literal hermeneutic
do not maintain that the whole Bible
should be interpreted in a strictly literal-
istic manner. Scriprure should be explained
in the same way that normal, everyday
conversation is understood. \We can still
hold to the inerrancy of Scripture while
recognizing these illustrative methods of
communication.
Behind every figure ofspeech is a plain
meaning, and that is what the interoreter
seeks. Acknowledgment of these frgures
will help lead the reader to proper inter-
pretation and enhance his understandins
and appreciation of the biblical ,.*r. i
od has two terbks-the te><tbook of nature and the
toctbook of Scripture. The laws of God revealed in the
textbook ofnature have never changed; they are what
they have been since the beginning. They tell us of God's mighty
power and majesty.
In the textbook of Scripture, the Bible, God has spoken verbally,
and this spoken word has survived every scratch of human pen.
It has withstood the assaults of skeptics and tyrants. Quentin
Reynolds once said, "If I were a dictatoq the first book I would
burn would be the Biblel' Greater efforts have been made to
destroy the Bible than any other book. Yet despite the attacks
of men, through many centuries, it remains the world's most
amazing Book.
The Bible has often been reviled but it has never been refuted.
It has never bowed its head before the discoveries of science.
The more the archaeologist digs and the more the scientist
discovers, the greater the confirmation of the truth of the Bible.
The Bibie has a great tradition and a magnificent heritage.
\7. E. Gladstone said, "The Bible is stamped with a specialty
of origin, and an immeasurable distance separates it from all
competitorsl'
It was written over a period of 1,600 years by men of various
backgrounds-lawgivers, kings, artisans, farmers, fishermen, and
scholars. It was written in different countries, under different
social and political conditions; yet in its harmony it is historically,
doctrinally, and scientifically correct.
One peculiarity of the Bible is its claim to come from God.
The writers claim repeatedly that God gave them their material.
Jivo thousand times in the Old Gstament they said that God
spoke. To tell more than 2,000 lies on one subject seems incred-
ible. Either God spoke, or they lied!
Jesus Christ quoted frequently frorn the Old Gstament. He
never once indicated that he doubted the Scriptures. The apostle
Paul said, "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect,
throughly fumished unto all good worksl'The apostle Peter added
these words, "Holy men of God spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghostl'The Bible claims to be without a rival. It is
not only a word from God, it is the Word of God.
The Bible is permanent. Christ said, "Heaven and earth shall
pass away, but my words shall not pass awayl'
Apart from its divine authority, there is more glowing elo-
quence, more noble sentiment, more melting pathos, more
beautiful poetry between its covers than anywhere else. Macaulay
said, "If everything else in our language should perish, the English
Bible alone would suffice to show the whole extent of its beauty
and powerl'
The Bible has done more to bless society, to promote
brotherhood, commerce, happiness, peace, and liberty in the
world, than any other book, and all other books together.
Harold Rawlings is associate pastor of
Landmark Baptist Tanple, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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It humbles the loftv. and exalts the lowliest. It condemns the
best, yet saves the worst. lt engages the study of angels, and is
not above the understanding of a little child. lt shows us man
raised to the position of a son of God, and the Son of God stoop-
ing to the condition of a man.
The Bible is not any heavier than a knife, but it is sharper
than any two-edged sword. It is no thicker than a man's wallet
but it contains more riches than all the banks in the world.
Our beloved country owes more than we could ever know
to the teachings of Scripture. At the Constitutional Conven-
tion in Philadelphia, representatives from 13 Colonies came
together, each with his own opinion and each so dogmatic that
he would not budge an inch. They had almost decided to go
back to their homes and form 13 separate nations, when Benjamin
Franklin stood and said: "l have lived a long time, and the longer
I live the more convincing proof I.see that God governs in the
affairs of man, and if a sparrow cannot fall without His notice,
is it probable that a nation can rise without His aid? 'Except
the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build itl
Without His concurring aid we shall proceed no better than the
builders of Babel."
God speaks to man through the Scriptures. This is why it
is so important to read the Bible for ourselves. Most of the time
we are very carefi:l about what we eat and how often we eat,
T, more the orchaeologlst diss
and the more the scientist
discoq/ers, the greater the
conftrmotion of the truth
of the Bible,
but what about food for the inner man? How easy it is to feed
the body and starve the soul. Jesus said, "Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of Godl' The ancient patriarch Job said, "l have esteemed
the words of his mouth more than my necessary foodl'
If men and women would only spend more time in the serious
study of the \Uord of God, earth's questions would seem far less
significant and heaven's answers far more real.
Mark Twain once said: "Most people are bothered by those
passages of Scripture they cannot understand; but as for me,
I have always noticed that the passages of Scripture which trouble
me most are those which I do understandl'
The blessings of God can be claimed only where the will of
God is known, trusted, and acted upon. lf we wish to know
what is in a will, we must read the will. If we want to know
God's will on any subject, we must read His will. The word "testa-
ment]' legally speaking, means a person's will. The Bible con-
tains God's Last \fill and Gstament, in which He bequeaths
to us the blessings of redemption. Jb know God's will we must
study His \ford.
Dwight D. Eisenhower said, "Like stored wisdom, the lessons
of the Bible are useless unless they are lifted out and employed.
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A faithful reading of Scripture provides
the courage and strength required for the
living of our timel'
God calls a man blessed who medi-
tates in His law day and night. He goes
on to say, 'And he shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers ofwater, that bringeth
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also
shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth
shall prosperl'
The Bible alone has the ability to
satisfu the human heart. One of the great
differences between man and anim-al is
that man has the capacity to know and
worship God. Every human being has an
inherent cry after God. This longing for
God cannot be satisfied by science or
technology.
To love God and to worship Him, you
must know Him in a personal relation-
ship. For this reason the Bible was writ-
ten. The Bible teaches that the only way
to bridge the gap between man and God
is through Jesus Christ. Jesus said, "I am
the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me."
The Bible is God's "love letter" to
us-telling us that His love sent His onlv
Son, Jesus, who gave His life on Calvary
for our sins. "For God so loved the world.
that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting lifel'The \Uond
of God is the bread of life without which
our spirits weaken and die, just as our
bodies do if we do not eat. The apostle
Paul said, "Srudy to shew thyself apjroved
T, Bible humbles
the lofty, and exalts
the lowliest,
unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truthl'
In a very moving tribute to the Bible,
Billy Sunday takes a word-picture journey
through the Scriptures. He describes it
this way:
I entered through the portico of Genesis
and wall<zd. dou"n tLwatgh d\e OldTestanent
art gallery where the pictures of Abraham,
Moses, Joseph, Isaiah, Dauid, andSolomon
hung on the walls.
I passed into the music room of the
Psalms and every reed of God's great organ
responded to the tuneful l.,arp of Dac)id.
I entered the chonber of kclesiastes
where the toice of the prearher was heard,
and into the conseruatory of Sharon and the
lily of the ntallel's spices filled and perfumed
nry lie.
I entcrd tlv bushess offie of fu Prouerbs,
thminn tIle obsevationroorn of tfu propfuts
where I saw telescopes of vaias si;es, some
pointing n far-off eumts but all concmtrated
upon tfu bright star which was to rise abo+te
the moonlit hills of ludea for our saluation.
I entered the au.dience roun of the King
o/ Klngs and possed into the conespondence
rooms where sat Matthew, Mark, Luke,
lohn, Paul, Peter, and lames penntng their
epistles.
I stepped then into the throne room of
Reuelation and caught a uision of the King
sitting on His tlvone in aII His glory, and I
ctied:
AU hail the power of Jesus' name,
Let angels prostrate faII,
Bring forth the royal diadem.
And crown Him Lord of all. O
This sermon was preached at the Vhite House worship ser-
vice, Washington, D.C.,  November 16,1969.
The Book
The books men write are but a fragrance blown
From transient blossoms crushed by human hands;
But high above them all, splendid and alone,
Staunch as a tree, there is a Book that stands
Unnloved by stormg unchallenged by decay;
The winds of criticism would profane
Itsecred pages, but the Ti.uth, the Way,
The Life are in it-and they beat in vain.
O traveler from this to yonder world,
Pause in the shade of God's magnificent,
Eternal Word-that tree whose roots are curled
About our human need. When strength is spent,
Stretch out beneath some great, far-reiching iimU'
Of promise, and find rest and peace in Him.
-Helen FrazeeBower
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by Robert E
s the aged Sir Walter Scott was
dying, he asked that he might
be wheeled into his library and
placed before a window that commanded
a beautiful view of the River Tweed. And
here, his biographer writes, the famous
author said to his son-in-law, "Bring me
the Bookl'
"What book?" he was asked, as there
were thousands of volumes in his library.
"Need you ask?" Scott responded.
"There is but one Bookl' 'l7hereupon
Mr. I-ockhart took the Bible and began
to read.
Where else can we turn for a sure
word in this fleeting world? Only the in-
errant Scripture can speak with certainty
to the deepest yearnings ofthe soul. It is
the revelation of God's redeeming grace,
finally and perfectly disclosed in the face
of His incarnate Son. As He is lifted up
in its pages, our mind is illumined, our
spirit convicted, and our faith kindled
(2 Tim. 3:15-16; John 5:39; Heb. 4:12;
Rom. 10:8,17; I John 5:13). And through
trust in Christ, the !7ord regenerates and
sanctifies our life, and gives joy, peace, and
security forevermore (1 Peter l:23; 2:2;
2 Peter 1:4; John l5.3; 17 17 Eph. 5:26;
Acts 15:31; 20:32; Rom. 15:14). From be-
ginning to end, our spiritual life flows out
of the Holy Bible.
'We 
can understand, then, John \Tesley
praying: "O give me that Book. At any
price, give me the Book of Godl let me
Robert E. Coleman is
director of thc School of
\Yorld Mission and
Evangelism, Trinity
Eu angelical Diuinity School,
D eerf ield, Illinois. He
holds a Ph.D. from the Uniuersity of
Iowa. His books are translated into 70
languages.
be a man of one Book." Should not this
be the desire of us all? Not that other
books are ignored, but that our preemi-
nent concern is to learn the precepts of
the one Book inspired by God, until the
very thought-forms of Scripture uncon-
sciously constrain our thinking.
Such saturation does not come with-
out effort. Iearning the Scriptures, like
searching for gold, requires discipline and
hard work. The riches are usually hidden
and must be dug out. Only the person
hand for reference, along with a concor-
dance, Bible dictionary, and commentary.
These should not become a crutch. Any
disciple of Christ can become a proficient
interpreter of the Scripture, if he will let
the Spirit lead him, and follow basic prin-
ciples of study.
Seek to get a perspective of the over-
all situation through the author's eyes.
Before we can adequately understand what
the Bible means today, we need to realize
what it meant when written. This reouires
r
Lteorning the
Scriptures, like
searching for gold,
requires discipline nd
hard work,
who approaches the task with dedication
is likely to mine the treasure.
As a minimum, we need to establish
a habit of reading the Bible every day,
following some plan that assures covenlge
of the total biblical message. Gking a
daily portion from both the Old Gsta-
ment and the New Gstament is common.
Some people will pace themselves to go
through the whole Bible every year.
Invariably there will be some areas we
will want to pursue in depth. Materials
prepared for study may be helpful in get-
ting started. Regular periods for intensive
perusal ofthe text should be set aside, if
not every day, then at intervals during the
week.
Have several different translations at
developing an inquisitive mind, asking
questions of the text, always probing the
meaning and significance behind the
words. Recognize the kind of person the
writer was. How would his previous ex-
perience influence the writing? Tiy to feel
his mood, as well as the character of the
audience addressed. Observe the location,
period in history, ethics of the time, cus-
toms of the people, their needs and aspira-
tions. Note illustrations, descriptions,
things compared and contrasted, cause-
and-effect relationships. Come to grips
with the real issue-the pressing theme
dominating the passage.
Inspiration of the Bible is wedded to
language, not just thoughts. A knowledge
continued on page 55
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jobs that allow our free enterprise system
to operate without undue governmental
intervention and control.
The principle of the Abrahamic
covenant (Gen. 12:L3; Rom. ll:.1.2).
Throughout history, God blessed every
nation in regard to its relationship with
lsrael. Since the reestablishing of the State
of Israel in 1948, the United States has
supported her right to exist. Likewise,
Israel has been our greatest ally in the
Middle East. There are factions lobbying
to diminish, if not destroy, our support
for Israel. 'We must look for candidates
who support the right of the State of
Israel to exist.
The principle of God,centered
education (Deut. 6:4,9; Eph. 624).
The fathers of our nation predicated our
founding documents on a belief in a
Supreme Being. The Judeo-Christian
principles permeate their legislative orga-
nization and direction. In the sixties and
seventies we saw the Supreme Court decide
that the Fint Amendment to the Corsritu-
tion means that government shall exclude
religion from public places, and concur-
rently, we have witnessed the rise of
Secular Humanism, by its founders' defini-
tion, a religion that believes in the suprem-
acy of man above all things.
The Secular Humanist philosophy per-
meates textbooks and teaching methods,
and God has been expelled from our
schools-no audible prayers, no biblical
accounts of the Christmas story, and no
recognized Bible clubs. Recent actions
such as the equal access bill mark the
beginning of a change. 'We must look for
candidates who will ensure that young
people will have the freedom to exercise
their religious beliefs and that schools
refrain from mandating the religion of
Secular Humanism.
The protection of the citizenry
(Gen. 14:13.24; lTilrl^.5:8). The free
world faces the threat of a constant foe.
the Soviet (Jnion, whose goal is to rule
the world, taking one nation at a time.
Over 40 percent of the world's population
is now enslaved by Marxist-leninism. The
thought of war is terrifuing, but just as
terrifuing is the thought of living a life
without freedom-where God is denied
and where freedom of speech is non-
existent. We must look for candidates
who support a strong military defense and
who are willing to make a longrange plan
for the security and well-being of our
children.
I encourage very voter to investigate
the positions of all candidates running for
office, and compare those positions to
voting records. After making an informed
decision, I urge you to get involved in the
campaign, and by all means, vote on elec-
tion dav. November 6. !
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An Arena for Perfecting Our Lives
A Christian Approach to Competitive Sports
by lames R. Euans
Thrprocess of deaeloping the person is w important
as the performonce itself.
ow many times have you at-
tended an athletic conresr
at a Christian institution and
left wondering about the attitudes of
coaches, players, or fans? How many times
have you seen a Christian coach ranting
and raving uncontrollably throughout an
athletic contest? Have you ever listened
to vehement abuse hurled at officials, or
insults thrown at the opposition by the
NOVEMBER 1984
parents and other fans during a sporting
contest between two Christian schools?
Few arenas equal the field of athletic
competition when it comes to putting the
acid test to the principles that Christians
and Christian schools claim to represent.
Ideally, Christians should find in athletics
a prime oppornrnity to show that a
proper verrical relationship with God
enables positive horizontal relationships
with teammates, competitors, and fans.
However, rapid action and reaction,
under the o(treme prcssurc to win, creates
situations where the old nature surfaces all
too quickly-before a gallery of spectators,
and before there is a chance to conscious-
ly allow God to take control and protect
our witness for Him.
As only one aspect in a myriad of ac-
rivities ar,ailable for the development of the
A1
Wnni'g is o
monifestation of the
desire to excel;
therefore striuing
to gain the victory is
importnnt,
spectator--Christians should see athletics as
a means for the development of marure,
Godlike character. This principle, of course,
is not limited to athletics. Scripture e><horts
us to do all to the glory of God.
whole being, athletics plays a role of vary-
ing importance to each Christian. But
whatever the extent of involvement
-ftom devoted athlete to occasional
If athletics cannot be an arena for the
perGcting of our lives in Christ, for the
development of Godlike character, then
it should either be changed or stopped
altogether.
The Christian needs to ask himself
what he desires to gain from parricipation
in athletics, and he needs to evaluate what
God would have him gain 6om his athletic
experiences. \fes Neal states in ThE Hald-
bcnk of C,oachingPafeairn, "Gods only goal
for you is to conform you to the likeness
of Jesus Christl' Since this is God's only
goal for onds entire life, it becomes the only
legitimate purpose for involvement in
athletics.
This is not to say that winning is not
important and should not be a goal. Win-
ning is a manifestation of the desire to ex-
cel therefore striving to gain the victory is
important. The apostle Paul illustrates the
concept in Philippians 3:12-14 when he
declares how he continually strives to at-
tain the goal and to win the prize to which
God has called him in Christ Jesus.
Although Paul is referring to spiritual goals
and eternal rewards, the precept is ap-
plicable to all that a Christian endeavors
to dq as all that he does should be a reflec-
tion of who he is. Therefore, a Christian
approach to athletics should embody the
desire to excel to the fullest of one's poten-
rial. But winning must be kept in perspec-
tive and valued for what it is-victory in
a temporal contest.
The problem is that the Christian has
adopted the world's concept of success and
victory-that only the results flashed on a
scoreboard are worthy indicators of win-
ning. Christians need to emphasize that
winners in athletics are those who struggle
day after day to develop as people con-
formed to God's expectations for them.
'Winners 
are those who endure, those who
withstand the trials with perseverance.
Only as an athlete internalizes these types
of atitudes can he grow in stature and gain
the real benefits of competition (fames
1:24). Vhen an upser at the hand of the
underdog or a debilitating injury can be
handled with graciousness and joy, then
athletics can serye as a springboand for
teaching athletes how to cope with living,
and the importance of having etemal goals.
The world seerrrs to view personal stativ
tics as paramount and concern for team-
mates and the tearrls overall success as
secondary. Today's superior athletes insist
that a team be molded around them. A
person is valued because of his accomplish-
ments-not because of who he is morally
or ethically. In fact, there is a tendency
to overlook lifestyle deficiencies in heroes
that we do not overlook in others.
If Christians are truly committed to
developing a godly approach to athletics,
uniry and sacrifice of self for the benefit of
others must be emphasized. lndividuals
must consider how they can mesh into the
composition of the team, what roles they
can z$sume in order to allow the team to
best achieve its goals. First Corinthians
12:12-26 teaches the value of all the parts
of a body, the need each part has for the
others. The passage also amplifies the
special importance and corsideration of
seemingly lesser or weaker parts. Christiars
need to exercise wisdom when dealing with
the many athletes who are not superstars.
Special carc must be taken to build up and
encourage each participant. Athletics
should strive to teach people to r,alue one
another simply because of who they are,
not because ofwhat they do or do not ac-
complish. Each person needs to be con-
sidered as uniquely gifted by the Creator
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and prepared by Him to fulfill a specific
function on a tearn.
Contests should be entertaining, not
only for the participants but also for the
spectators. The world seems to have lost
this concept through the adoption of the
"win-at-all-costs" ethic. Reports of fan
violence, bending or breaking rules, and
asking injured players to perform are vivid
examples of how much the unregenerate
man overemphasizes a "'W'in the victory
column. Frequently, Little lcaguers are
berated by coaches and parents for fail-
ing to perform at expected levels. High
school athletes are mandated to attend
off-season practices and camps to hone
their skills in order to defeat other
schools. The pressure to win and the
business aspect of athletics have elimi-
nated the fun of competition.
Christiars have a responsibility to
preserve the fun of playrng the game. Chriv
tian athletes should leave a contest feeling
fulfilled, sensing the blessing of having com-
peted to the best of their abiliry. Christian
parcnts and spectators should leave the
arena with gladness at having witnessed
athletes using Godgiven talents to the
fullat. This does not mean that we should
not prcparc properly, but rather that our
preparation should be given a prcper
perspective, commensurate with the level
of our competitive play.
Those involved in athletics have a
special relarionship and responsibiliry to
each other. The coach is charged with
developing the skills and talents of the
various athletes and with molding the team
as a unit. He is responsible for practice
schedules and team disciplinary standanCs,
for mapping game strategies and for in-
stituting adjustments in the game plan as
the contest progresses. And the Christian
coach is charged with some awesome re-
sponsibilities before God. By the very
nature of his position, he will have a pro-
found effect upon the lives of the young
athletes under his tutelage. Coaches not
James R. Evans is
dean of stul"ents and
athletic director at Miarr.i
Christian School, Miami,
Florida. He halds an
only train young men and women and e><.
pand the limits of their physical skills, they
often shape a philosophy for the field of
competition that so penneates the athletes'
thinking that they apply it to every aspect
of their lives. Therefore. the Christian
coach must be a mafure man or woman
of God, one who is sensitive regarding
biblical aftitudes about the value of peo-
ple, winning and losing, obedience to rules,
discipline, responsibility, and many other
areas.
A common view of athletes is that they
are a special breed-to be revered and given
privileged treatment. Even at the high
school level, the athlete is not e>cpected to
n, Chnstinn
approach mnt be
distinctively different
becouse the starting
point of Christianity is
distinctiv ely diff erent.
live by precisely the same conduct regula-
tions as the non-athlete. After all, he is
competing for the "good old schooll' He is
bringing fame to the school and has sac-
rificed much in preparation Young athletes
are also seen as merc pawns to be manipu-
lated by coaches, parents, and others in the
quest for a championship. Little or no con-
sideration is given to the individual within
the finely tuned body of the athlete. How
often are these attitudes reflected in the
Christian view of athletics?
The Christian community must focus
its attention upon the athlete-person and
develop a conect concept of how involve-
ment in athletics is going to benefit the
young participant and bring him to maturi-
ty. \ilhen athletes are recognized as crea-
tions of God, who desires fellowship with
them, then the primary goal will be to con-
vince them that the most important aspect
of life is not athletic aftainment but a life
in Christ. Then athletes are not objects to
be manipulated and falsely idolized, but
they become persons to be loved and dis-
ciplined. They become people in whom
time and prayer arc gladly invested as they
grow into maturity of Christlikeness. They
become the goals of athletic prcgrams
rather than the means of building a super-
star progam. Aspects such as winloss
records and glamorous faciliries become
to the development of each per-
sorls character.
Furthermorg opponents and officials
are also made in the image of God, and
they are either regenerated people, or
unregenerated people in need of salvation
through Christ. Emphasis must be given
as to how to properly relate to the 'bther
guys" in the game. The importance of
recognizing their skills and achievements
and not besmirching their accomplish-
ments or character must be stressed.
Finally, the largest and most neglected
segment associated with an athletic
contest-the spectators. 'Who are these
wildly chanting beastly characters? The
simple tmth is that they are no different
in their basic composition from those
engaged in game competition. A Christian
approach to athletics must include a con-
cern for the fans as well as for the athletes
and coaches.
As spectators look on during a contest
and as they observe the atrnosphere within
the arenas of our Christian institutions.
they must see a distinctive difference. The
intensity of play, the skills demonstrated,
or the strategies used may not differ from
worldly counterparts, but the attitudes
Christians er&ibit and the aura they e><ude
must be unique. ("By this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another;'John 13:35).
Christian irstitutions mu$ nurrure
within the hearts and minds of all their
constituency atritudes that honor Christ
and are distinctively Christian. The Chris-
tian approach must be distinctively diferent
because the starting point of Christianiry
is distincrively djtfferent. To have an impact
on the athletic community, Christians must
be a peculiar people with a peculiar
ideological bent toward all that they say
and do. Their emphasis must be people
oriented, and they must recognize that the
prccess of developing the person is as im-
portant as the performance itself.
The goal should be to develop in-
dividuals who are prepared to ocemplifr
Christ in all that they do Gary'Warner in
Cnnytition expressed it best 'It is not what
the game does to us but what we do to the
game It is not what the game brings to us
but what we bring to the game. BringJesus.
Ot mavbe we'd better stav awavl' O
\ i
M.A. in guidance counseling from
Eastem Michigan U niuersity, Ypsilanti,
Michigan.
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he Olympics have come and
gone in a national flurry of ex-
citement and oatriotism. Milliorrs
of Americans sat glued to their television
sets by the hour to watch Peter Vidmar,
Mary l-ou Retton, and Rowdy Gaines win
medals and rcestablish America's reputation
as a world leader in sports. The medal win-
ners have been interviewed and ques-
tioned about everything ftom parents to
polirics, with America eagerly listening to
each tale of nial and testing on the road
to victory.
'We idolize sports heroes. Children and
teenagers respect successful athletes and try
to duplicate their efforts. Often parents urge
their children to at least participate in some
sport, secretly hoping to spot a Carl lewis
of the future.
Glevision brings these athletes "up close
and personal]' making us in awe of these
ordinary human beings who can perfiorm
e><traordinary feats. This awe is transferred
to other sports-ft,om professional teams to
the Little league.
Wherq then, does the Christian athlete
(and coach) fit in this highly competitive
environment? While winning at any cost
has become the norm of expectations for
today's secular athletes, winning souls for
Jesus Christ must be the norm for the
Christian sportsman. How can a Christian
athlete use sports to win more than a medal
or game? How can athletics become an
avenue to win souls for the kingdom of
Uodl
As a professional soccer player in the
English First DMsion with leeds United
Football Club, I had the prMlege of rep
resenting my homeland of Scotland in
matches throughout Europe for 15 seasons.
After I retired from playrng, I was head
coach for Birmingham Football Club for
7 years.
Although I can look back upon my
career as both a player and a coach with
a great deal of satisfacdon, I still regret that
I did not know the [-ord Jesus Christ as
my personal Saviour during this time. So
M
IT
L LOW COn A
Christion athlete
use spo rts to win
more than a medol
or gome?
often I was in a position to present the
gospel to lost souls in Communist coun-
tries, yet I was unable to do so because I
too was unsaved! Athletes arc enthusias-
tically welcomed by the governments of
Communist bloc nations and can enter
their borders without the slightest baggage
search. \7hat opportunities I lost to
distribute Bibles in these countries!
I came to know the Lor,C at a small
church in Massillon, Ohio, when I was 40
years old. On that day in Massillon I knew
that I would never be the same again. I
wanted to offer my Saviour all that I had,
and I realized that my talent as a soccer
coach was part of what I could offer.
Vithin months of my conversion, God
called me to work in California with
Athletes in Action, affiliated with
Campus Crusade for Christ. As *y
family and I left England to embark upon
what would be the greatest and most
demanding adventure of our lives, we left
behind puzzled parents and relatives who
loved us but who could not fathom why
I had relinquished a secure and rewarding
career for a coaching job with a team of
Califomia soccer players whose quality was
dubious at best. In essence, our relatives
simply did not comprehend how one could
put total faith in God to fulfill his needs.
If anyone doubts that athlerics can be
a successful tool for evangelization, all he
has to do is observe fuhletes in Acrion dur-
ing a sporting event such as a soccer match.
After the match was c /er, the athletes each
gave their testimony to the opposing team
and the crowd. Many athletes and fans
who would never darken a church door
werc more than eager to listen to an athlete.
This proved to be extremely helpful in
presenting the gospel to hundreds. Even
more thrilling, and perhaps more effective,
were the many clinics that we set up in
public parla. Often as many as 200 children
and their parcnts would attend. Our
players would coach the children in the
fundamentals of the sport; then they would
prcsent the gospel to these youngsters, who
would give their undivided aftention.
Preceded by much fervent prayer, these
clinics proved to be a great blessing as
hundreds carne to know Christ as their
Saviour.
Realizing this success encouraged me to
challenge not only the amateur players
from the other teams but also the semipro-
fessional players we encountered, many of
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whom were Mo<ican. Using one of our
team members who speal<s Spanish fluently,
we were able to clearly communicate the
gospel to them. Not only did children and
players respond to this unique way of
presenting the gospel, but parents would
often speak to us about the change in their
childrerls lives. As a result. we were able
to witness to the parcnts and continue to
disciple the children in the weeks ahead,
f:(rod con use an\one
for His glory os long
os he is surrendered
to Him.
or refer them to ministers of local Bible-
believing churches.
After a year with AIA, God called me
to Liberry Baptist College in Lynchburg,
Virginia. I had no doubts that we were
following God's will in moving to Lynch-
burg, but I wondered if the oppomrnities
for soulwinning would be as numerous as
they had been with AIA. Today I know
that being at LBC has been the most
rewanding experience of my liG. Not only
do we have numerous oppom:nities to
witness for Christ. but I am also able to
invest my life in many young men and
women who will go into the world as mis-
sionaries, businessmen, teachers, politicians,
and so forth. I can share with these young
people that God can use anyone for His
glory as long as he is surrendered to Him.
If He could take me, at 40 years old, and
let me help fuIfiIl the Great Commission,
I know He can do even more wonderfirl
things in the lives of these young people
who have even more years to serve Him.
\ilorking at LBC not only gives me the
oppornrnity to witness on the soccer field,
but to retum to my homeland once a year,
taking with me grear preachers and gospel
singers from the ministries here to presenr
the gospel in schools, churches, and prisons
there.
'While 
on these missionary joumeys, we
have doors opened to us only because of
my reputation as an English soccer star. For
instance, prison governors will allow us to
conduct clinics where prisoners sit on the
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grass and listen as we prcsent the gospel to
them. Men who are embittered towanC anv
reference of Christ open up when soccer is
used to establish a line of communication.
Frequently they tell us that we are the
first to share the gospel with them-much
to the chagrin of prison chaplains, some of
whom deeply resent our coming in and
rocking their boas. As always God is faith-
fuI. \ile often discover at least one born-
again prison staff member (a guard, for
instance) willing to minister to the new
converts when we leave. This is in marked
contrast to the occasions when the college
soccer tearn leads members of opposing soc-
cer teams to Christ, and we can use the
resources at the Christian Service ffice to
tell them about fundamental churches in
their area.
The Christian athlete's role in carrying
out the Great Commission can be a central
one--if he is willing to meet certain spiritual
criteria and become an effective tool of
God. He must be above reproach both on
and off the field. He cannot be a witness
for Christ unless others see Christ in him.
Thus an er<emplary character is mandatory.
Christians should be able to show that they
are different from others when they are
under the prcssure of the game. This in
itself can aid in winning the lost to Christ.
For irstance, a hundler in the 1908 Olym-
pics, Forrest Smithson, capturcd the imagi-
nation and hearts of sports fans when he
won the 110-meter hunCles running with a
Bible in his hand. In addition to winning
this event, he also set an Olympic record.
Certainlv Christian athletes have come
a long way since then. Ibday it is com-
monplace for the public to hear world-
famous athletes give God the glory for their
successes. In America, football tearns are
seen before a game on their knees praying
to God. Such courageous athletes have an
o<rraonCinary opportuniry to help fulfill the
Great Commission.
Whether your involvement is in profev
sional sports, amateur sports, Linle League,
or a weekday aerobics class, be willing to
stand up and be counted for Christ. The
Christian athlete does have a definite role
in the sports world that the vain
goal of winning for self-edification-that of
telling and showingthe lost that Christ can
and does make a difference. The athletic
field is a $eat mission field. D
William Bell, English Cap
Final / League Championship Medalist, is
head. soccer coach at Liberty Boptist
College, Lynchburg, V irginia.
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X{. How were you called to rhe ministry?
A
A: There was never a time in my life when I didnt feel
directed by the lond toward the minisny. In fact, I never seriouslv
considered anything else. I think the best definition of the New
Gstament call to preach is found in I Timothy 3, where it is
referred to as a "desirel' I had a desire for the ministry and for
nothing else. I believe that is the indication of God's prompting
the heart. First Timothy 3 says, "lf a man desire th" o{fic. .^. . hI
desireth a good work]' and then it teaches that the church is
to evaluate that man by virtue of his fulfilling the qualifications
listed there.
Q: Why did you choose Glbot Theological Seminary?
3 L ** a personal thing with me. I went to Glbot
Seminary because Dr. Charles Feinberg (dean emeritus) was a
very dear friend of my father and a man of God and of the Word.
All I wanted to do was learn the Bible. My desire to learn was
even-stronger than my desire to preach. From early in my life
I.had a real hunger to understand the Bible. Thosetwo things
drove-me through seminary, and I pursued everything I .orlid
to help me understand the Scripture. I avoided everything
peripheral to that.
R.:^,When did you become pastor of Grace Community I Urt rue we must preach thetruth, coll for people to moke aA
A: I worked with my dad while I was in seminary and for
3 few years following. I preached with him and did everythingin the church from cleaning the bathrooms to running th"'yo.rtfr
program. All through my college and seminary days I taught
the college class and worked with various ministries, thus learrrlng
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commitmen| and let the Spirit
of God work in their heaits.
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the great diversity of functions in the
church. For nearly three years I was on
the Glbot Seminary staff, doing various
tasks but primarily traveling and preach-
ing (35-40 times a month) all over the
country in schools, colleges, churches,
and conferences. That was very important
in terms of helping to refine my preach-
ing. lt wasn't something I really wanted
to do but something I felt I should do.
I really grew to understand churches and
schools, and got a feel for where I fit.
However, my heart was hungry to shep-
herd people because I really believe in the
local church as God's institution for
teaching His \ilord, caring for His flock,
and reaching the lost. The "10 suits-lO
sermons" routine did not build deep
spiritual character, and I really needed to
get into the Word for my own growth, and
to satisfo my tremendous hunger to know
the Bible. Grace Community Church
called me to fill the pulpit after two suc-
cessive pastors had died of heart attacks.
They were an excellent group of about
450 people. The first Sunday night I
preached on Romans 7. I spoke about an
hour and 25 minutes and didn't even
realize it. Thev were accustomed to 30-
minute sermons, and my wife said, "\7ell
that's the end of that. They'll never in-
vite you backl' But the opposite happened!
They said, "This is what we wantl'And
I said, "That's what I want-a people who
want this."
A.
A{t How would you describe your
philosophy of the purpose and firnction
of the church?
A: Well, let me pur it as simply as
I can. I am interested in maintaining a
biblical format. I don't care about success
methods, or gimmicks, or psychological
leadership techniques. I do read and try
to interact with what's going on in the
culture, but I try to sort out what the
Word of God says about the church and
follow that.
My background on church orgariza-
tion is quite diverse. I attended Bob Jones
University which taught no particular
church government position; Pacific Col.
lege which was Methodist; and Glbot
Theological Seminary where I was given
a view that was basically Presbyterian. On
top of that my dad was a Baptist pastor.
I decided I wanted to go back to the
Word of God and find out what the Bible
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said. The thing that hit me hardest was
Ephesians 4:71-12, that the goal of the
church was the "perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the edi-
fuing of the body of Christ." So that be-
came my commitment. My philosophy of
ministry was that I would perfect the
saints and build men around me to assist
me in the perfecting of the saints. The
saints would then do the work of the
ministry, and the body would be built
up-not only spiritually, by edification,
but also numerically, by evangelization.
'We 
are totally committed to both. The
never have an invitation without people
coming into our prayer room. I believe
that all preaching must basically be per-
suasive preaching. When someone comes
to hear me speak, I am trying to urge him
to make a decision. ln other words. the
whole goal of my preaching is to pin the
guy to the wall. He is going to have to
say "I will" or "I won't do that." At the
close of every service I say something like,
"lf you want to know Jesus Christ, if you
want to come to God, if you want to real-
ize the forgiveness of your sins and em-
brace the lord Jesus Christ, then I want
M, PhilosoP hy of
ministry wos thot I
would perfect the
soints and build men
eround me to cssist me
in the perfecting
of the sdints.
ultimate building of the body must come
when you add one more voice to the
"Halleluiah Chorus."
a
o One of the criticisms of "Mac-
Arthurismi'if we may use that term, is your
perceived lack of commitment to evange-
lism. Would vou address that issue?
l\: I believe in evangelism with all
my heart and soul. I want to be faithful
as a personal evangelist. I want to be
faithful to speak on behalf of Christ at
every opportunity I have, and I want my
people to be that way. At the same time,
I will not stoop to manipulation. Short-
term evangelism doesn't interest me, nor
does preaching an inadequate gospel. I
dorlt want to fall prey to the "cheap gracd'
approach. I am committed to evangelism,
and we literally do everything we can at
Grace Community Church to accomplish
that. We see hundreds of people saved
and baptized every year. !7e never have
a service without an invitation. and we
you to come to the prayer rooml'I believe
we must preach the truth, call for people
to make a commitment, and let the Spirit
of God work in their hearts. 'We also have
people saved at our baptismal and Com-
munion services. 'We are also committed
to training our membership to do per-
sonal evangelism. \fe have used a four-
month program to train over 2,000 of our
own people in the past five years. Of our
$9 million annual budget, nearly 50 per-
cent goes to evangelism and missions out.
reach. Mature people are productive; im-
mature ones are not. We believe that if
the saints are built up and perfected, they
will do the work of evangelism and bring
their friends to Christ.
Lt: \Uhat is your position on the
ol,rllitu of elders?
A: I believe the staff of a church
ought to be populated by two kinds of
people-evangelists and teaching pastors.
I don't think an evangelist is necessarily
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a guy with a road show. I believe that the
biblical evangelist is someone who can go
where Christ is not named, bring those
people to Jesus Christ, and build them up
in the faith. Every church staffneeds such
gifted men to lead in reaching the lost.
I would have an evangelist on my team
before a Christian education director or
some other popular position. And I thank
God for the evangelists we have at Grace
who bring in new sheep for me and other
shepherds to feed. In the New Gstament
the early church was led by a plurality of
godly men. The Bible calls them elders,
overseers, presbyters, pastors, and so
forth. I am convinced that the Bible
teaches the plurality of pastors. Grms are
a matter of perspective. \flhen you look
at the pastor in his role as an elder, you
see his maturity; in his role as an overseer,
you see his responsibility; in his role as
a pastor, you see him as a feeder. He is
a mature, godly man who feeds and leads.
That's all. And to me, that is what God
wants to raise up to lead His church-
mature, godly men who feed and lead. I
have been wrongly accused ofpropagating
something else. I believe that the Bible
clearly teaches a plurality of godly men
leading the church, and they do it by
feeding and leading. Obviously, it must
be that in some very small churches, there
may be only one such leader, but the goal
is to have a load shared, and responsibility
divided.
l t .\-rlo Are vou the pastor-teacher?
. -
^^
A: Yes. Among the plurality of godly
feeders and leaders in the church there
is diversity of firnction, though there is
unity of office. Note that in the New
Gstament the word "elder" always ap-
pears in the plural, except twice when it
is used in reference to the "elder John]'
because it is singling out one man. In
every other church situation it is used in
plurality. Let me grve you this illustration.
Among the apostles you have 12 men, all
of whom, according to Matthew 19:28,
will sit on 12 thrones to judge the 12
tribes of Israel. There is an equality of
position, dignity, honor. In all four lists
ofthe apostles, there are three groups, and
the names in the three groups are always
the same. The names are mixed in each
list, but the first name is always Peter.
And within group one Peter presides. In
group two the leader is always Philip. In
group three the leader is always James,
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son of Alphaeus. Now that says to me
you have leaders over leaders, leaders
under leaders, and leaders among leaders.
In the plurality of godly leaders there is
always diversity. Peter was the recognized
leader of the Twelve, the spokesman. Yet,
he was not the organizational leader of
the church at Jerusalem. That was the
role ofJames, our Lord's brother. No one
man was over everything. My particular
role by God's ordination and call is to
speak in the public worship services of
this church. Now that does mean that I
have a unique influence in the church,
but it doesn't mean that I run the church
unilaterally. Quite the contrary. My one
authority is the Bible. Apart from Scrip-
ture, my personal preferences are no more
authoritative' than anyone else's, and
others demonstrate skills that sumass mv
own in given areas.
Q: In your role as a pastopteacher,
what are your personal study habits?
A: I believe my role here and my
place among the elders in this church is
to be that pastor-teacher. My gtft is in that
area, so I spend my time studying, preach-
ing, and teaching. God has brought other
men into leadership, whom the people
respect equally, to carry out the other
elements of leadership. My week is pre-
dominantly sient in studying, teaching,
and personal discipleship. On Monday I
do radio and write commentaries. Tuesday
through Friday I zero in on the messages
for Sunday. If I have to write an article
or work on a book, I try to do that at
home in the evenings.
/^
Lf c '!ilhat are the critical issues fac-
. l rlng the church toclayl
A: First. I think that the whole issue
of Scripture is u.rd", attack. The frontal
attack of Liberalism is denying the iner-
rancy and authority of Scripture, but
there is a rear attack by the Charis-
matics, who want to add their own expe.
riences and their current revelations to
Scripture-undermining the singular
uniqueness of Scripture. To have people
pull out their own visions and say that
Jesus spoke to them directly is ruinous.
I think the whole area of biblical authoriry
is up for gnbs in Charismatic circles. Sadly,
Scripture is also being attacked by people
who have split over the King James con-
troversy. But saddest of all is that there
is a mass of people in fundamental ortho-
doxy who say they believe the Bible, but
don't teach it, don't preach it, dorlt even
know what it says. As \ilalter Martin once
said, 'A 90-day wonder out of the
Jehovah's !ilitnesses can take apart the
average Christian in 30 minutesl'That is
ragic!
Secondly, I think education is a vital
issue. I am deeply concerned about edu-
cating men for the ministry. I have a great
heart for pastors. I find such chaos among
the pastors in terms of knowing what the
ministry is all about. They have gone
through seminary and still dort't have any
idea what they are doing. The shepherd's
heart somehow seems to be missing. \7e
must correct our method of training
pastors.
Thirdly, the problems of the family are
devastating. They are a symptom of a
society that is tearing at the foundation
of authority. Family disintegration is go-
ing to be much worse rwo generations 6om
now We must reverse this trend now.l-l
lUtneb,srget
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Timothy
Dwight:
For God,
Country, and Yale
by Robert A. Peterson
hen Timothy Dwight
assumed the presidency of
Yale in 1795. he found
that the college was a hotbed of infidel.
ity, where not a single member of the
sophomore class professed to be a Chris-
tian. [.ed captive by the heady philosophy
of the French Enlightenment which was
sweeping through America's colleges, the
student body was openly ridiculing the
idea of divine revelation. Things were so
bad that when Dwight met with the senior
class, he found they had jokingly assumed
the names of the leading atheists and deists
of the late eighteenth century.
Considering Dwight's reputation for
learning and scholarship, the students
supposed that he would follow this latest
trend from Europe. On the first day of
classes, the question was raised-in jest,
no doubt-whether or not the Scriotures
"are the \7ord of Godl' To their g..rt ,.rr-
prise, Dwight took the question seriously,
and straightway demolished every argu-
ment the students could muster. One of
Dwight's biographers recorded what hap.
pened next.
After this. he entered into a
direct defense of the divine origin
of Christianity, in a strain of power-
ful argument and animated elo-
quence which nothing could resist.
The effect upon the students was
AA
electrical. From that moment ln-
fidelity was not only without a
stronghold, but without a lurking
place, To espouse her cause was
now as unpopular as before it had
been to profess a belief in Chris-
tianity. Unable to endure the ex-
"To commit our
children to the c(ne
of ineligtoru persory is
to commit lnnhs to the
wpenntendency
of wolves!'
posure of argument, she fled from
the retreats of learning, ashamed
and disgraced.
From his strategic position at the head
of one of early America's foremost univer-
sities, Dwight sent wave after wave of his
students into the cities and hamlets of the
new nation. Historians credit Dwight
with sparking the Second Great Awaken-
ing, a spiritual revival that girded up the
nation in its infancy and helped ensure
the success of the young Constitution.
Timothy Dwight was without a doubt
one of America's brightest and best. long
glossed over by secular historians, Dwight
is known to most Christians as the author
of the hymn "I Love Thy Kingdom, [.otd]'
But Dwight was also a Revolutionary'\[ar
patriot, a pastor, an educator, a poet, a
farmer, a legislator, and as one historian
put it, "a leading enemy of the more mili-
tant infidelity of the [seventeen] ninetiesl'
Indeed, his achievements in any one of
these areas would still warftnt an honorable
menrion in history books. He was a true
Renaissance man, but without the ar-
rogance that often accompanies such rare
men.
Bom on May 14, 1752, D,vight was the
grandson of Jonathan Edwards, famous for
the sermon "Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God" which sparked the Fint Great
Dwight grew up in Northamp
ton, Massachusetts, where the effects of his
grandfather's ministry were still being felt.
Rearcd in an atrnosphere of hard work,
piety, and learning, D*ight soon distin-
guished himself for scholarship. He
learned the alphabet in one lesson, could
read at age 4, and by 6 had a firm grasp
of latin. He was admitted to Yale at 13.
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There he shone brilliantly in theology,
poetry, and music
After graduating from Yale, Dwight
taught for two years in a grammar school
in New Haven. Like almost all early
American schools, this litrle academy was
distinctively Christian, not unlike the many
Christian schools springing up all over
America today. ffhe first public school
board did not meet until 1833, almost 50
years after the Constitution had been
adopted.)
Having established a reputarion as a fine
pedagogue, he was asked to return to his
alma mater as a tutor. Dwight consented,
and from 1771 ro 1777 he remained at Yale
developing his Christian philosophy while
tutoring undergraduates.
This period of Dwight's life came to an
end when he, like many other members of
"the Black Regimentl' (as James Otis called
the clergymen who fought for the Patriot
cause) became a chaplain to General Par-
soris brigade. Between preaching on Sun-
days and before battles, Dwight composed
patriotic songs to encourage the American
troops. In "Columbia" he praised the young
nation:
Perfumes, as of Eden, flowed along,
And a voice, as of angels,
enchantingly sung-
Columbia, Columbia, to glory arise,
The queen of the world, and the
child of the skies.
For Dwight, America was indeed a
child of the skies, having been founded by
Pilgrims and Puritans and blessed by the
Author of Liberry. Britain's artempt to in-
stall an Anglican bishop in the colonies
had only confirmed DwighCs belief that the
war was a religious one, and that the
Patriots were on the side of religious
freedom. Lvrics like those of "Columbia"
must have made the heart of every patriot
swell with pride. Through po"t y and song,
Dwight gave expression to the feelings of
the farmers, rradesmen, and merchants that
made up \ilashingtoris army.
ln October 1778, news of his father's
death reached him and he was forced to
resign his office. Ever mindful of his duty
to "provide for his owni' Dwight returned
Robert A. Peterson is
a free-larce qrxiter atd.
headnuster of Pilgrin
Aco&efta in Eg Harbor
Ciry, Netl Jeney.
home to care for his mother and brother
and sister, as well as his wife and children.
From 1778 to 1795 he served as presi-
dent of Yale and devoted most of his ef-
forts to supporring his family. On weekdays,
Dwight worked on his farm, while on Sun-
days he could be found filling the pulpit
of some local church.
\Xtren the farm could no longer sup-
port his growing family, Dwight set up his
own private school. In order to reach more
students, Dwight used the Lancastrian
method in which older children help to
teach the younger. Dwight also served in
the state legislature, and was involved in the
adoption of the Massachusetts State
Constitution.
Despite his prodigious learning and en-
cyclopedic knowledge, Dwight was no
bookworm. Not afraid to set his hands
Nrt afraid to get his
hands dirty, he could
grow corn or ra$e o
barn as well as he
could deliuer a lecture
on French literoture,
dirry, he could grow corn or raise a barn
as well as he could deliver a lecture on
French literature. His hands were as cal-
loused from hard physical work as his eyes
were weary from study. On one occasion
several workmen were driving a well for
him. \ilhen they reached an impasse that
held up their work, Dwight discovered the
problem and resolved it. On another oc-
casion, while on one of his travels, he was
entertained in the home of a friend.
Neighbors-mostly farmers-had been in-
vited to hear his talk of "higher themes of
church and statg and college, on literature,
on philosophy." Irstead, he was quite con-
tent to spend the evening talking about cul-
tivating potatoes and raising sheep. Vith
a wide-ranging intellect Dwight was in-
terested in everything; he took all
knowledge as his province.
His studies in the Scriptures, con-
firmed by experience, convinced him of the
necessity of Christian education. Dwight
saw the dangers of state-controlled, atheistic
-1'Infidel" as he often called it-education.
The movement toward statist education
was already taking place in Europe, par-
ticularly in France and Prussia. Speaking
of the Enlightenment philosophers who ad
vocated such a system, Dwight observed:
They are sagacious enough to
discern that all persons are best fic
ted to receive religious impressions in
childhood; and that if they are suf-
fered to grow up without them, they
will never receive them, or receive
them with excessive difficulry. By
prescribing and urging this mode of
education, they expect to see chil-
dren habituated to lrreligion, and
confirmed, without argument or con-
viction. in infideliw. In this man-
ner . . . they have laboured with im-
mense industry and art to possess
themselves of the education of
children throughout France, Ger-
many, and other counrries of Europe.
In order to combat this trend in
America, Dwight stressed the importance
of a Christian education.
Education ought everywhere to
be religious educarion. . . parents are
further bound to employ no Irstnrc-
tors who will not educate their
children religiously. Jb commit our
children to the care of irreligious per-
sons, is to commit lambs to the
superintendency of wolves.
As an educator, Dwight would have
disagreed with today's progressive ducators
who "debunk the hero" and out "lnfidels"
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in their place. When he arrived at Yale, for
example, one of his first actions was to
remove the portrait of Joel Barlow, one of
the "Connecricut Wits" whose writings
undermined the Christian faith. Instead, he
held before his students men such as
George \Tashington. Of \Tashington,
Dwight wrote: "The things which he had
done are too grcat, too interesting, ever to
be forgonen. Every object which we see,
every employment in which we are en-
gaged, every comfort which we enjoy, we
owe to \ilashingtonl'
Dwight's testimony as a Christian
educator is a reproach to some Christian
educators today who begin and end class
with prayer, only to leave God out of
science, civics, or history. Dwight went far
beyond this superficial kind of "Christiarf'
education. He not only understood the
philosophy of Seculan Humanism in his day
but was able to refute it pornt by point and
present in its place a consistent Christian
worldview.
According to Dwight, the atheism he
found so rampant at Yale when he took
over was due to "philosophical pride, and
the love of sinning in security and peace3'
In order to combat the growth of infideli-
ty, which was being imported from Europe,
Christian Americans had to stop halting
between two ooinions and stand with the
lord. His clarion call to revival is as rele-
vant today as it was in 1801:
To this end you must cooly,
firmly, and irrevocably make your
determination, and resolve, that
Jehovah is your God, and that you
will serve him only. . . . Let me at
the same time warn you, that your
enemies arc numerous, industrious,
and daring, full of subtlety, and full
of zeal . . . .ln this contest you may
be left alone. Rar not; "they that be
for you will even then be morc than
they that are against youl'Almighty
power will protect, Infinite wisdom
will guide, and Unchangeable
goodness will prosper you. The
Christian world rises daily in prayer
to heaven for your faithfulness and
success; the host of sleeping saints
calls to you from the grave, and bids
you Godspeed. The spirits of your
fathers lean from yonder skies to
survey the conflict, and your
children of many generations, will
rise up, and call you blessed.
Dwight's faithful preaching of the \ilonC
of God and consistent testimony before his
students led to the salvation of many. In
1802. a revival at Yale saw the conversion
of one-thir,C of the student body (?5 out
of 225 students). As the years passed, more
students vielded their lives to Christ and
rallied under the banner of the Cross. Thus
began the Second Great Awalaning, which
saw the formation of the American Bible
Society in 1816, the American Tract Society
in 1825, and the American Home Mis-
sionary Society in 1826. Out of Dwight's
classrooms cune men such as the evangelis
Asahel Nettleton and pastors such as
Nathaniel Gylor. Through the Second
Great Awakening, America's Christian
foundation was sffengthened and rein-
forced. By 1832 one commentator could
write: "Never before has the Holy Spirit
been poured out in so many places at once:
Never before has the lord Jesus gathered
so many into his churches, in the space of
time. bf such as shall be saved!' "
America today is in need of men such
as Timothy Dwight-men who will yield
their talents and lives to Christ and
eamestly contend for the faith at work, at
homg in the halls of civil gwemment, fiom
the pulpit, and in our schools. Under the
leadership of such men, perhaps God will
be pleased to grant yet another "Grcat
Awakeningl' D
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THUNDEP IN THE PULPIT
What Fart Hath HeThat Believeth
with an Infidell
by Timotlq Dwight
L*dring at
the very
distinction
between right
ond wrong,
they proclaimed
themselves the csserfors of iustice,
and the champions of truth,
As presid"ent of Yale,Timotkl
Dwight was also pastor of the
college church, where his solid
doctrinal sermons attacked the
skepticism rampant in the stu-
dent body. He defended the
authenticitl of the Bible, identi-
fying "Infideli4'!-4it6"r'rt'n
and opposition toward Chris-
tianiry-as the many of the faith.
He was instrumental in spear-
heading the great satdent reuio,tal
at Yale in the early nineteenth
century.
This is an ad"aptation of "A
Discourse on Some Events of the
Lwt Centuryl' delic)ered in the
Brick Church in Netr., Hauen,
Connectiant, I anuary 7, 1801.
and then total atheism. Yet it
has, in three things at least,
preserved a general corrsistency:
opposition to Christianity,
devotion of sin and lust, and
a pompous profession of love
to liberty.
ln the earlier periods of this
controversy there were, how-
ever, more frequent efforts at
argumentation on the part of
Infidels. For the last 20 or 30
years they seem to have de-
spaired of success in this field
and have betaken themselves
to that of action and influence.
In this field they have wrought
with a success totally unprece-
dented. Nor is this at all to be
wondered at, if we consider the
ur Saviour informs us, "This is the condemnation,
that light is come into the world, and men loved darlc
ness rather than light, because tl^eir deeds were evill'
and subjoins, "Everyone that doeth evil hateth the light, neither
cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved" (John
3:19-20). Here one of the two great causes of lnfideliry is distinctly
and exactly alleged, namely, the opposition of a heart that loves
sin to that truth which demands of all men a holy life. The other
great cause of Infidelity is exhibited with peculiar force in 2 Peter
2:18-19: "For when they speak great swelling words of vanity, they
allure through the lusts of the flesh, through much wantonness,
those that were clean escaped from them who live in error. 'While
they promise them liberry they themselves are the servants
[bondslaves] of corruptionl' And in 2 Peter 3:34: "There shall
come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and
saying, Where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning
of the creationl'
The Infidels referred to here are plainly the authors of vain
and deceitful philosophy, of science falsely so called, always full
of vaniry in their discourses. They are scoffers, walking after their
own lusts and alluring others to follow them, promising liberty
and yet being themselves, and making their disciples, the lowest
and most wretched of all slaves, the slaves of corruption. Philo-
sophical pride and the love of sinning in security and peace are,
therefore, the two great causes of Infidelity, according to the
Scriptures.
The form has varied. lt was first theism, or natural religion,
then mere unbelief, then animalism, then skepticism, then partial,
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oppornrnity ofsucceedingpresented to them by the state ofsociety
in Europe. The excessive wealth of that division of the eastern
Continent has generated an enormous luxury, the multiplied
enjoyments of which have become not only the ruling objects
of desire and the governing motives of action, but in the view
of a great part of the inhabitants, the necessary means of even
a comfortable existence. On these life is employed, ambition
fastened, ardor exhausted, and energy spent.
Jb a mind-to a nation-dissolved in sloth, enervated by
pleasure, and fascinated with splendor, the gospel is preached,
and heaven presented, in rrain. The eye is closed, the ear stopped,
and the heart rendered gross and incapable ofhealing. The soul
is of course unconscious of danger, impatient of restraint, and
insensible to the demands of moral obligation. It is therefore
prepared to become an Infidel, without research and without
conviction. Hence, more sagacious than their predecessors, the
latter Infidels have neither labored, nor wished, to convince the
understanding, but have bent all their efforts to engross the
heart.
In the meantime other events highly favorable to their designs
have taken place both in America and Europe. The American
Revolution drew toward it at this time the eyes of mankind. The
novelty of the scene, the enchanting sound of liberty, to which
the pulse of man instinctively beats, the sympathy ever excited
for the feebler and suffering party, embarked deeply in the
American cause a great part of the civilized world. Benevolent
men of all countries hoped, when the contest was ended prosper-
ously for us, and ardent men boldly pronounced, that a new
era had arrived, that "the iron rod ofthe oppressor was brokenl'
53
and that "the oppressed would soon be
universally set freel'
Among the agents in the American
Revolution were many natives of France.
These men, retuming to their own country,
diffused extensively the enthusiasm they
had cherished here and thus hastened the
crisis to which France was otherwise
approaching.
In this great moral convulsion Royalry
and Christianity sunk in the kingdom of
France. Emboldened beyond every fear by
this astonishing event, Infidelity, which
anciently had hid behind a mask, walked
forth in open day and displayed her genu-
ine features to the sun. \Tithout a blush
she now denied the existence of moral
obligation, annihilated the distinction
between virtue and vice, challenged and
authorized the indulgence of every lust,
srrode down the barriers of m:th, perjured
herself daily in the fight of the universe,
lifted up her front in the face of heaven,
denied the being, and dared the thunder
of the Almighty.
Elevated to the chair of dominion, she
ushered forth her edicts with the gravity
of deliberation and the authoritv of law.
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and executed them by the oppressive
hand of the jailor, the ax of the execu-
tioner, and the sword of the warrior. All
rights fell before her, all interests were
blasted by her breath, and happiness and
hope were together swept away by her
bosom of destruction.
As if they had desigrred to give the last
wound to virtue, they assumed all her
titles and challenged all her attributes to
their own conduct. Daily forsworn, and
laughing at the very distinction between
right and wrong, they proclaimed them-
selves the assertors of justice, and the
champions of tnrth. While they converted
a realm into a Bastille, they trumpeted
their inviolable attachment to liberty.
Vith a little finger, thicker than the loins
of both the monarchy and the hierarchy,
encircled with three millions of corpses,
and in the center of a kingdom changed
into a stall of slaughter, they hung them-
selves over with labels of philanthropy.
Nay, they have far outgone all this. Two
of their philosophers declared that, to
establish their favorite system, the sacrifice
of all the existing race of man would be
a cheap price: an illustrious instance of
Infidel benevolence, and ofthe excellence
of their darling maxim, that "the end
sanctifies the meansl'
It was soon discovered that the liberty
of Infidels was not the liberty of New
England; that France, instead of being
free, merely changed through a series of
tyrannies, at the side of which all former
despotisms whitened into moderation and
humanity. Of the immeasurable evils
under which she and her neighbors ago-
nized, Infidelity was the genuine source,
the Vesuvius from whose mouth issued
those rivers of destruction that deluged
and ruined all things in their way. It was
seen that man, unrestrained by law and
religion, is a mere beast of prey; that licen-
tiousness, although adorned with the
graceful name of liberty, is yet the spring
of continual alarm, bondage, and misery;
and that the restraints imposed by equi-
table laws, and by the religion of the
Scriptures, were far less burdensome and
distressing than the boasted freedom of
Infidels.
Even sober Infidels began to be alarmed
for their own peace, safety, and enjoy-
ments, and that other men might continue
still to be Christians. Yet Christians saw
with horror their God denied.their Saviour
blasphemed, and war formally declared
against heaven.
If you intend to accomplish anything,
if you mean not to labor in vain, and to
spend your strength for naught, you must
take your side. You must marshall your-
selves in your own defense, and in the
defense of all that is dear to you. You
must meet face-to.face the bands of dis-
order, of falsehood, and of sin. Between
them and you there is, there can be, no
natural, real, or lasting harmony. \fhat
communion hath light with darkness?
'What 
concord hath Christ with Belial?
\fill you copy their practices? Will you
teach your children that death is an eter-
nal sleep? that the end sanctifies the
means? that moral obligation is a dream?
religion a farce?
To this end you must cooly, firmly,
and irrevocably make your determination,
and resolve, that Jehovah is your God,
and that you will serve Him only. His
enemies are the enemies of yourselves,
and of your children; of your peacg liberry,
and happiness; of your religion, virhre, and
salvation. Their principles abhor; their
practices detest. Before your steady indig-
nation and firm contempt, they will fall,
of course. No falsehood can bear the
sunbeams of truth; no vice can withstand
the steady current of virtue.
The motives to this opposition are in-
finite. Your all, your children's all, is at
stake. If you contend manfully, you will
be more than conquerors; if you yield,
both you and they are undone. You are
endeared by a thousand ties. Your com-
mon country is a land of milk and honey.
ln it a thousand churches are vocal with
the praise of your Creator; and four thou-
sand schools receive your children to their
bosom and nurse them to wisdom and
piety. Your laws, your institutions, your
interests, are one. No mixture weakens,
no strangers divide you. You have fought
and bled, your fathers have fought and
died, together. !ilith such an interest at
hazard, with such bonds of union, with
such examples, you cannot separate; you
cannot tear.
Lrt me at the same time warn you that
your enemies are numerous, industrious,
and daring, full of subtlety, and full of
zeal. \Vere it a war of arms, you would
have little to dread. It is a war of arts; of
temptations; of enchantments; a war
against the magicians of Egypt; in which
no weapons will avail, but "the rod of
Godi' Almighty power will protect, in-
finite wisdom will guide, and unchange-
able goodness will prosper you. D
FUNDAMENTAL]ST JOURNAI
l
II
I
i
I
L
q/
/ , \ -
Finding the Treasure
continued from page 39
of the original tongue, while useful, is no
requirement for comprehension, provided
proper attention is given to grammar and
sound exegesis. One way to accentuate in-
sight is to check one translation with
another. As a general rule, words should
be understood as having their natural
meaning, unless a good reason appears to
indicate otherwise. \Uords with an unclear
meaning should be looked up.
God's \ford is a unity, and should be
seen as a whole. The Spirit of Tiuth never
contradicts Himself. Thus one passage
may explain or clarify another. There is
no error on earth that may not find ap-
parent support from some isolated text,
but no error or practice can stand the
light of the complete revelation. Here is
where a growing knowledge of the total
Scripture is helpful. The Scripture has a
wonderful way of explaining itself when
given a chance.
'When 
we have learned what the Bible
says, in the context of the writer's pur-
pose, we are in a position to make the
universal application for all ages, and our
immediate situation in particular. Relate
the lesson to daily experience. What does
the passage teach about God and His rela-
tionship to me? For what am I most grate-
full \fhat about my relationship with
others? In the home? At work? How are
my attitudes affected? Are there actions
I should change? Is some sin pointed out
I should confess? Do I see any example
to follow? What command is there to
obey? Do I have a promise to claim by
faith?
By memorizing helpful Scripture, we
can meditate on His law day and night,
and be ready anytime to give an account
of the hope that is in us.
Through it all, let us remember that
the Bible was written to disclose Christ,
the fullness of God, the expression of His
'!7ord 
i9 human personality. To lose sight
of this fact is to obscure the whole re-
demptive purpose of revelation. Not only
is Jesus the Master Key unlocking all
the treasures of wisdom, but He is also
the Person in whom our life is being con-
formed through the \ford.
Mastering the Scripture, of course, re.
quires being mastered by it. No amount
of knowledge can compensate for submis-
sion to the claims of Christ. He is [ord!
\Tithout this commitment we fall into the
same delusion as the religious gentry of
Jesus'day, making zealfor the letter of the
law an occasion for self-vindication and
vainglory. God resists the proud, but He
gives grace to the humble and trusting,
those who seek the lord with their whole
heart.
As we grow in grace and knowledge,
we will continue to gain new insights-
truths that have been hidden from the
ages, things kings and queens have de-
sired to look into, but that God has re-
served for His own. It is all there for us
in the Book. We need not search the
libraries of the world to find it, for there
is but onel Tiuly it is the \Uord of Life
Adapted by permission from ?inir1 Voice
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"Scholarship On Fire"
[1]  GOSPEL SONGS BY EAR
Amazing new book shows how to play and
CHORD any hymn or gospel song you've
ever heard-entirely by ear! How to find the
right starting note, what chords to play and
when to play them. Play in easy keys first,
then in any key. Learn.the secrets of how to
play by ear and play the hymns you love-
now! 'l 0 easy lessons $6.95 plus 60r postage.
CASSETTES available $6.95 each plus 40'
[3]  CHORDING BY EAR
New companion to #1 explains al l  about
chording gospel  songs -  completely by ear!
Shows how to fi nd the basic chords of son gs,
teaches chord progressions which chord
songs almost  automat ical ly .  Tel ls  how to
subst i tute chords,  arrange songs,  p lay le l t
hand chords in rhythm basses, fill out chords
in right hand, and play in many keys. Chords
are fu l ly  i l lus l rated wi th d iagrams and
photos. 16 easy lessons $7.95 r 600 pstg.
CASSETTES are $6.95 + 404 pstg. (Specify
SAVE-Any c0mblnatlon 0l 3 books 0r cessottos,
IIAVlt|S0tlS6727 FJ Motcalf
Shawnee Mlsslon. KS 66204
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God So loved the World
ometimes the most common things are the least under-
stood. Such may be the case with the beloved "Gospel
in a Nutshelll'John 3:16. This te><t is so simple that a little
child can catch its basic meaning and believe it. Yet there is depth
here for the most profound thinkers. The original text is loaded
with spiritual significance. Each word is chosen to express just
the right emphasis. The order and phrasing are intentionally
designed to make John 3:16 important and crucial not only to
its own context but also as a statement in its own right, setting
forth the essential nature and truth of Christianity.
Johrls declaration that God loved the world speaks of a divine
total commitment to seek the world's highest good-a life lived
out in the fullness that only salvation through His beloved Son
can offer $ohn 10:10; 1 John 4:10).
Indeed, John can rightly be called the Apostle of [ove. He
employs the verb used here (apagan) some three dozen times in
his Gospel and nearly that many in his three Epistles. The noun
form (agape) occurs 8 times in the Gospel and 21 times in his
Epistles. Both noun and verb are found also in the ReveJation.
Perhaps this is the reason that although the word translated "so"
(houtos) in our verse is rightly translated "even so" in John 3:14,
most versions and commentators have properly favored a stress
on the degree of God's love: God so loved. God's love is of in-
finite proportion; God loved the world so very muchl
John also speaks often of the world (kosmos), 105 of its 185
occurrences being found in his writings. John fiequently employs
"world" in its rejection of and opposition to God, and to Christ's
mission in particular. This world has as its head Satan, the prince
of this world (John 12:31). Although this world hates the Son
and knows nothing of Him or of the Father, and seeks only to
serve its own lusts (fohn 7:7; 1:10; 17.25;1 John 4:4-6), in His
great love God provided for the world's salvation through the vi-
carious substitutionary Atonement of His own dear Son, Jesus
Christ (John 3:17; l:29).
By His finished work Jesus has gained the victory over Satan
and the world system so that all the world may be saved, and
men of faith everywhere may live victorious lives (1 John 5:4-5).
Yea, God leads us to triumph in Christ (2 Col Z:I4).
O tictory in Jesus, nry Sauior, forever!
He sought me and bought me with His redeeming blood;
He loued me ere I knew Him, and all nq love is due Him-
He plunged me to uictory beneath the cleansing flood.
-Eugene M. Bartlett
y',zdz,nz> EoAEH
Aln" with warm humor and exciting suspense , this enjoyable and
fast-mouing t ' i lm wil l  not only motiuate young people, but al l  ages, to
a deeper walk with Christ. COACH is a powerful motion picture,
rooted in scripturol principles. 1l /iues because it is the real story of
Christians courageous enough to t'ace and deal with sin, sin that
cripples and robs lif" of joy and uictory, and that robs Christ
of His glory.
Awarded Best Youth FiIm and Best Screenplay
by the Academy ot' Christian Cinemagraphic Arts, CFDA.
For more information, write or coll
Oliue's FiIm Productions, Inc.
P.O. Box 9,  Madison,  AL 35758;  (205\  837 4166
or call your local f i lm distributor.
76mm lvlotion Picture - Color - 78 Nlinutes - Rentql: $85.00 &
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Church) as well as "Veritas" (Truth).
The cleavage of the university from its
Christian foundation is euphemistically
known as "progressivisml'
On this point Malik writes on p.30:
The word progress has many
meanings; but the most decisive
of these meanings is precisely to
turn one's back on Christ and the
church. Progress is defined as
moving away from Christ and the
church: the more we do so, the
more we progress. There are
revolutions and there are counter-
revolutions; the greatest revolution
ever was Jesus Christ himself.
As a result of their deviation (prog-
ress?) from their original and benign
A
CHRISTIAN
CRJTIQUE
OFTHE
UNIVERSITY
l*
'  i t \ l - . l r  : : . ,
t  lA l i l l l
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purpose of serving Christ, the ultimate
truth, the universities are not solely un-
Christian but are also un-Hellenic, and
it is conceivable that if the university
is not reclaimed for Christ, the univer-
sity and the civilization of which it is the
crown may go the obscurantist way of
history.
Malik analyzes the sciences and
humanities as taught in the secular
universities, and shows that they are
wide of the mark. The emphasis on
science, combined with the exclusion
of faith; the ready acceptance of the
unproved theory of evolution; the pop-
ular application of the scientific method
to matters beyond the reach of science;
the emphasis on the material world to
A Christian Critique of the University
by Charles Habib Malik, InterVarsity
Press, 1982, 118pp.,  $4.50.
Reviewed by Margaret A. Schatkin,
associate professor of pafistics, Boston
College, Boston, Massachusetts.
In addition to pursuing a career in
international diplomacy (his prestigious
posts and assignments in the field of
diplomary are set forth in the foreuord),
Charles Malik studied philosophy with
Alfred North Whitehead and Martin
Heidegger; is the author of numerous
books and articles; and has received
more than 5O honorary degrees from
North American and European univer-
sities. In view of his knowledge and ex-
perience (which have not caused a
diminution of his Christian faith) he is
uniquely equipped to appraise the pres-
ent status of the secular university.
As the author points out on page
25, the essence of the book would be
more accurately captured by the title
What Does Jesus Christ Think of the
Universiffi; however, he settles on the
present title as a literary concession.
Malik propounds a theory in which
Christ conceivably is critical of the
modern secular university. The institu-
tion of the university is seen as a hall-
mark of Western civilization whose
roots are Hellenic and Aristotelian: the
quest for objective truth. Notwithstand-
ing, this quest for the huth must merge
with a true faith in Jesus Christ, the
logos (mind, reason)of God, to whom
no truth can be alien and who is in fact
the source of alltruth. All Western uni-
versities (Sorbonne, Oxford, Harvard,
etc) were originally founded on Christ;
this is well-known historical fact. The
traditional motto of Harvard University
(now usually not expressed) is "Christo
et Ecclesiae' (For Christ and the
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the exclusion of spirit and significance
(teleology) all constitute a distortion of
the true place of science in the struc-
ture of knowledg*which the presence
of Christ in the university would correct.
The humanities, which Malik con-
siders the heart of the university, also
have been adversely affected by the
absence of Christ. Malik lists a number
of philosophical errors that dominate
the humanities curriculum, including
subjectivism, rationalism, skepticism,
cynicism, and atheism. He notes on
p.84:
The atheism of the age reflects
itself in the atheism of the human-
ities, and the atheism of the
humanities in turn rationalizes
and confirms the atheism of the
age.
As religion and theology today are
taught in secular universities from a ra-
tionalistic standpoint, little is being
done to remedy or correct the atheism
implicit in the field of the humanities.
Malik's olution to this dilemma may
be controversial, namely the formation
of a Christian Institute to monitor the
secular universities. He apparently
hopes to reform the established secu-
lar universities and bring them back to
Christ. He suggests that the new Chris-
tian institutions must achieve academic
excellencg including having Nobel
prize winners on their faculties and the
creation of great libraries-all in order
to gain academic respectability and ac-
ceptability in the secular world.
Those who may disagree with the
book will nevertheless be fascinated
by its thought-provoking aspects. lt is
the achievement of an author whose
background in diplomacy, academe,
and religion is second to none-not
only to those in the university world but
also very generally to those interested
in the future of Western, that is Chris-
tian, civilization. Highly recommended.
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Spotlight on Stress
by Gary R. Collins,
Vision House, 1977, 1982,
217pp. ,  $5 .95 .
Calm Down
by Gary R. Collins,
Vision House, 1981,
154pp.,  $4.95.
Reviewed by David R. Miller, associate
professor of psychology, Liberty Baptist
College, Lynchburg, Virginia.
Gary Collins, psychologist, Chris-
tian, has written two practical books on
the subject of stress and how to deal
with it. Each book, Calm Down and
Spotlight on Stress, is written in a prac-
tical and easy-to-read format, ideally
suited to an evening or weekend read-
ing opportunity.
Collins has a unique gift for writing
so a reader feels spoken tq making the
readable books even more pleasant to
get into. These books are fil led with
everyday, true-to-life vignettes, easily
understood and applied, making the
reader feel that he knows Gary Collins,
his family, and church, and is better off
for the acquaintance.
Spotlight on Sfress is the more in-
tense of the two books, concentrating
on the situations most likely to cause
Christians to encounter stress, and the
answers found in the Bible and modern
psychology. Collins gives many biblical
references, as well as statistics and
research findings to back up his con-
clusions. The roots of stress, stress in
the home and on the job, the stress of
family and husband-wife relationships,
religious stress, and many more are
looked at briefly but thoroughly.
Calm Down could be considereo
an answer to the first, offering 23 short
chapters with a "how-to-handle' theme.
A wide range of subjects is covered-
from how to handle pressure, boredom,
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and shyness, to how to handle aging,
hostility, and the future. There is even
a chapter on how to handle vacations,
of all things!
As I read through these brief books
I found myself making quiet little com-
ments like "very good," "nice applica-
tionj' and "well said." These are not
psychology textbooks, nor are they
Bible commentaries. They are read-
able, practicalbooks on subjects com-
mon to all Christians, and are well
worth the time spent on them.
New International Dictionary of
Biblical Archaeology
E.M. Blaiklock and R.K. Harrison,
editors, Zondervan, 1983, 485pp.,
$24.95 .
This new Regency reference work
covers over 800 topics and contains
240 photos and 21 pages of maps
detailing the latest discoveries in
biblical archaeology. Contributors in-
clude F.F. Bruce, E.M. Blaiklock, and
Edwin Yamauchi. Articles are alphabet-
ically arranged for easy reference to
the history, archaeology, and biblical
significance of each site. Highly
recommended as a conservative guide
to interpreting the world's greatest ar-
chaeological discoveries. -E.H.
A Reasonable Faith:
Responding to Secularism
by Anthony Campolo,
Word Publishing, 1983, 199pp., $8.95.
Campolos latest book is a helpful
addition to the current literature examin-
ing and refuting secularism. As a social
scientist he brings an important new
perspective to the discussion. The
chapter on moral relativisrn is especially
worthwhile, but the best part is the con-
clusion, which argues for a true Chris-
tian view of being human. -D.8.
The Confessions of St. Augustine
translation by E.M. Blaiklock,
Thomas Nelson, 1983, 285pp., $6.95.
This is one of the great classics in
a new readable translation. Augustine's
autobiography, detailing how God
brought him to a dramatic conversion
after a long search for truth, is must
reading for all Christians. -D.8.
Great Asian Religions
by George Fry James King, Eugene
Swanger, Herbert Wolf,
Baker, 1984, 227 pp., $9.95.
This helpful book provides objective
and up-to-date information on the his-
tory practices, social and cultural in-
fluences, and beliefs of the seven major
religions-including Christianity-found
on the Asian continent. No critique or
analyeis is undertaken, but the result is
more insightful and informative for it.
_D.B.
Choices: Picking Your Way through
the Ethical Jungle
by Sandy Lawsen and Dale Lawsen,
Harold ShaW 1983, 64pp., $2.95.
This is an excellent series of Bible
studies for teens, guiding the reader
through individual Bible passages by
having him answer a series of ques-
tions. lt will work wellwith one person
or as a group study. lt does a very good
job of communicating objective biblical
values and teaching young people how
to make decisions. A teacheis guide is
available. Highly recommended!-D.B.
Help in Ages Past,
Hope for Years to Come
by Robert L. Cate,
Prentice-Hall, 1983,
2O1pp.,  $5.95.
This series of daily devotionals has
been written by a fcrmer Pastor and
current professor of Old Testament and
Hebrew at the Golden Gate Baptist
Theological Seminary. The vtork focuses
on a variety of contemporary themes
designed to help the believer develop,
maintain, and enrich his devotional life
with God. lt explores the riches of
God's Word in some unfamiliar pas-
sages of the Old Testament and would
FUNDAMENTAIIST JOURNAI
be useful to ministers, Bible study
group leaders, and every born-again
Christian. 
-S.S.
The God Makers
by Ed Dedeerand Dave Hunt, Harvest
House, 1984, 292pp., $6.95.
Although poorly organized, this is
an important treatment of the true
beliefs of Mormonism. The authors
concentrate on the central doctrine
that human beings become gods-and
the paganism that results. Special at-
tention is paid to history and actual
social conditions in Utah and among
Mormons in general. Well-documented
and very valuable resource! -D.8.
God Did lt, But How?
by Robert Fischer, Zondervan, 1981,
113pp.,  $4.95.
You may not agree with all of the
TfitCLD-TII1I(-csprl flolpruo
particulars, but this is an excellent,
short, easily understood examination
of the relation of science to the Bible.
As far as the general conclusion it
delineates, you will not find anything
better. The chapter on miracles is
especially valuable. -D.8.
The Life and Words of Jesus
compiled by Pat Alexander
Harper and Row, 1982,
94PP., $10.95.
Many of the best known and most
loved passages from the Gospels (Good
News Bible) are gathered together in
this book and illustrated with stunning
photographs taken in the Holy Land.
The book begins in the hills of Nazareth
with Mary's song, 'The Magnificat," and
ends on Lake Tiberias with Christ's ap-
pearance to His disciples following His
Resurrection. Beautifully done!
_J.8.
"The Right Job,
there's nothing like itf"
'When )4cu're confldent hat )r'ou're working
where God wants you. )ou've got the rightjob.
Intercristo helped find the rightjob for me
in a Christlan organization. I highly recommend
lntercristo to others:'
Contact Intercristo for work oooortunities in
Christian organizations. Careet short-term and
summer positions for professionals, tradespeople
and students are available in the u.5. and o\€rseas.
Call Toll-Free l800l 426-1342
AK. Hl, WA or Canada 1206f 546-7330
Or return the coupon below.
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CARIBBEAN CRUISE
APRIL}T-MAY 3,1985
1985, for an uplifting time of music, inspiration, and I-ampleasedtobeinvitedtospeakaboard
fellowSHlP! Their sever,-day Caribbea.' uoy"g. begins in 3aYirt"Effi#$iS-SRHHfi
Florida and visits Nassau, St. ;RUt#.tknowDonNorman.RobbieHiner,
ThOmaS, and St. Marten. and Mack Evans have an exciting week of
A inspiration and fellowship planned for you.
Although travel brochures Tft wiil also give us an tpportunity oper-
Wontt be OUt fOr a COUple Of sonally share with you from God's Vord and
weeks, send in y."; ;;;;;; t"fi#,i'lilJ'.',L,.,ionro,,r,iscruise wiu
addresS and wetll Send complete be Ed Dobson, a very gifted preacher, who will
cabin and price informaiion beourspecialguestspeakereachdavwithhis
soon. All arran;##; -'liltj;.";;T,fiT'11""- to joinusfor a
being handled by CHRISTIAN week of relaxation and spiritualrefreshment
cRarsE coNFERENCES. ;j:1X'ilH$,"*Xi:B:::iffii:ljl:
PU., to join Don Norman, Robbie Hiner, Mack Evans, family
seminar speaker, Ed Dobson, and special guest speaker' Jerry
Falwell, aboard the S/S ROTTERDAM AprilTT to May 3,
If you desire a free color brochure
act quickly-s|ace is limited.
Cruise Conferenceso 2220 Tulare St., Dept.DoFresno, CA9372L
Mack. I'11 look forward to seeing you aboard
the S/S ROTTERDAM.
Jerry Falwell
tro
ow can you be so sure
the Bible is really the
\7ord of God?" How
often has this question been directed to
Christians by the unsaved? We could
point to many proofs, of course, includ-
ing the historical, scientific, and pro-
phetical accuracy of the Vord of God,
or its amazing unity, and so forth. But
the greatest single proof is the wonder-
ful power of the Bible to change corrupt
humanity!
A socialist once stood on a soap box
in New York and, pointing to an old
ragged man, proudly announced, "Social-
ism will put a new suit of clothes on that
old man therel'
As he stepped down, a Christian
mounted the box and proclaimed, "The
Bible will put a new man in that old suit
of clothes there."
An atheis once sneerir€ly asked a new
convert, "Do you believe Jesus acrually
turned water into wine?" The convert
answered: "Yes. I believe He did! But let
me tell you something. For years I was
a hopeless drunkard. All my money
went for booze. But then God's Word
gripped my soul, and I'm here to say that
Jesus performed an even greater miracle,
for He turned wine into milk for my
children!"
by Harold L. Vlillmington
killed or had died off. Alexander Smith
was left alone with a crowd of native
women and half-breed children. Then a
strange thing happened. In a battered
chest, he found a Bible. He read it,
believed it, and began to live it. Deter-
mining to make amends for his past evil
life, he gathered the women and children
around him and taught them too. Time
rolled on. The children grew up and
became Christians. The community pros-
pered exceedingly.
Nearly 20 years later an American
ship visited the island and brought back
to Europe and England word of its
peaceful state. The British government
took no further action. There was no
need. The island was a Christian com-
munity. There was no disease, no insan-
ity, no crime, no illiteracy, and no strong
drink. Life and property were safe, and
the moral standards of the people were
as high as anywhere in the world. lt was
a veritable Utopia on a small scale. What
had brought about this astounding
transformation? Just the reading of a
book, and that book was the Bible. !
Adapted 6om Tha Ma Boipt lrm Ctutd SFw, H. L. Willmington.
Thomas Nelson Publishers.
The Greatest
Proof of Atl
Probablv there is no more sensational
example of the life-transforming power
of the Bible than the unbelievable story
of Mutiny on the Bounty. In 1887 the
Bounty, under Captain Bligh, set sail for
the island of Tahiti in the South Seas.
After a voyage of 10 months, the ship
arrived at her destination; a further six
months were spent collecting palm sap-
lings. The sailors meanwhile had become
so attached to the native girls, that upon
receiving the order to embark, mutinied,
set the Captain and a few men adrift in
an open boat, and returned to the
island. Captain Bligh, however, sur-
vived his ordeal and eventually arrived
home in England.
A punitive expedition was sent out,
which captured 14 of the mutineers. But
9 of them had transferred to another
island, where they formed a new colony.
Here, in the language of the Encyclo-
pedia Britannica, they degenerated so
fast and became so fierce as to make the
life of the colony a hell on earth. The
chief reason for this was the distillation
of whiskey from a native plant. Quarrels,
orgies, and murders were a common
feature of their life.
Finally all the men except one were
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Living Christmas Tree to
Present onSounds of Christmas"
A crackling fire, ringing bells,
laughing f r iends,  harmoniz ing
carolers, a crying baby. . . all the in,
viting sounds of Christmas will be
combined in the Living Christmas
"liee's production of "Sounds of
Christmasl'
In a turn-of-the-century outdoor
setting, this year's Living Christmas
Tiee special isexpanded toinclude l0
new songs ftom a brand new Christmas
musical, "Sounds of His Love]'by Don
Marsh and Karen Dean.
Dates for this year's Living
Christmas Tree are Friday, December 7
at 7:00 p.m.; Saturday, December 8 at
2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.; and Sunday,
December 9 at 2100 p.m. and 6:00 p.m,
Dave Randlett is the director and
producer; David Allison wrote the
script and is directing the dramatic
scenes; Ray l-ocy conducu the orchestra
Practice for the special began in
August, Three hundnd people will be
participating, including the singers in
the Living ChristnasTrce thechamhr
LBC soccer coach Bill Bell is proud
of his team's winning record and he
is just as proud of his team's conduct
on the field. And rightly so.
A rcently released report from the
commissioner of eferees on the 1983
playing season found LBC tied with
Eastern Mennonite for the best record
regarding sportsmanship,
The scoring was done on the basis
of who had been presented the least
number of vellow and red cards*
yellow being caution slips and red be"
choir, concert choiq orchestra, Sounds
of Libeny, production staff, and
soloists Don Norman, Mac Evans,
Robbie Hiner, and Kendra Cook.
Visitors from the whole Eastern
Seaboard and the Midwest come ach
year to see this special Christmas
celebration. Approximately 20,000
people view this event annually.
A new Living Christmas liee
album with many of the songs of this
year's program will be available inthe
lobby.
Soccer Team Keeps Testimony
While Playing Hard to Win
ing ejection otices, Fifteen Virginia
conference t ams were valuated. LBC
had no one ejected and only three
cautions,
During the 1983 season Bell's team
compiled a winloss record of 12-4-1,
which was the best ever {or an LBC
soccef team.
"There's no reason why we can't
maintain a good testimony, play hard,
and still winl'said Coach Bell, loolc
ing for even better esults as this yeart
playing season ends in late November.
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A Beport 0n the Thomas Ruad Baptist Church and Belated Ministries
Jerry Johnston
Revival to Be Held
November 4"9 the Thomas Road
Baptist Church willbe holding revival
services rvith evangelist Jeny Johnston.
While a student at Liberry in 1978,
Jeny was involved with an evangelistic
team, Today his ministries reach across
the nation through mllies, con-
ferences, films, and tapes.
From his home base in Shawnee
Mission, Kansas, Jeny preaches onhis
weekly television program, "Capture
Americal'
He travels across the country with
his LIFE School Assemblies, speaking
to public junior high and high school
students. He has had the opportunity
of speaking inover 1,650 schools and
to two million students.
God has richly blessed the Jerry
Johnston Ministries in recent years.
Literally thousands o{ people have
come to a saving knowledge ofJesus
Christ through Jeny's preaching.
Dt Falwell and his staff believe this
could be one of the greatest meetings
in the history of Thomas Road Baptist
Church.
October
26
Mark Lowry Concert
Muhipurpose C nter
29
Dr. Falwell speaks at Baptist
Uniorenity of Amuica
November
l - J
Score Mare
4
Dr. FaIueIl and JTCH Trio at Open
D o or Chur ch, Chnmb er sb ur g,
Pennsylvania
4-9
lerry lohnston Reviual Meetings
At LBC
&10,15.17
LBC Drnna Department presents
"AMan /or All Seasons"
12
Dr. FalweLI speal<s at the lerry
J ohrston Ev angelistic Conf er ence,
Baptist Bible College,
Sprtngfield, Missoari
FaIweIl speaks at Ltghtlnuse
Baptist Clutrch, Quinry, /llinois
Lut home football gane-LBC vs
CwsonNeunnan College
20.27
LBC Thnnksgiving Break
21.27
LBC and TRBC /oreign ex1osure
group travels n Hatti
Falwell aldresses Life Advocates
of Houston, Texas-
Breakt'at*8:0O a.m.
Falwell speaks at the Clutch of
tltr Open Dow, Los Angeles,
Colifomia
13
UT
1 7
28
Ur
29
Dr
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CIVA Gonfercnce Highlights
Traditional Values
\YASHINGTON-More than 2.000
politically active and religiously conser-
vative women met at the Shoreham Hotel,
in \Tashington, DC., in September to
learn how to "stand up for what's right
in Americal'
Kicking off its first national confer-
ence, Concerned Women for America-a
440,0@member organization-gave women
instruction in establishing prayer chains,
lobbying public officials, protecting human
life and religious freedoms, defending
public morals, and using their God-given
"uniqueness" to promote the Judeo-
Christian ethic.
Hosted by Beverly LaHaye, president
of C\fA, conference speakers tressed the
need for women to pray for the leaders
of the nation.
"!(/e are the encouragers, we are the
inspirers, we are the moti'mtorsl'said Mary
Crowley, a C\fA national advisory board
member and president of Home Interiors
in Gxas. who addressed the conference.
'Women 
came from across the United
States, including Hawaii and Alaska, to
attend the three-day conference.
Formed five years ago, C\ilA is head-
quartered in San Diego and has four ob-
jectives: inform women about the nation's
eroding Judeo-Christian values and moral
standards; expose those individuals and
movements working to weaken the
American family; organize women into
prayer chapters; and lobby public officials.
C\fA is proJife and it supports a
strong defense, the free enterprise system,
religious freedom in the public schools,
and laws that protect the "God-given
right of parents to direct the upbringing
of their childrenl'
The organization opposes government
intervention in church-operated minis.
tries, the Equal Rights Amendment, com-
parable worth legislation, and special
rights for homosexuals. And CWA "de-
plores" both the pornography industry and
the "deteriorating" condition of the enter-
tainment industry.
62
Barbara Gibbons, a Maryland state
lobbyist and former feminist leader, told
participants to be informed about the
issues, communicate them well to others,
develop local "prayer action chaptersl'
write letters and make telephone calls to
public officials.
Participants heard from a number of
guest lecturers who spoke on issues rang-
ing from President Reagarls commitment
to women's issues, to the threat of Soviet
expansionism.
"Trre orethings
women bring and
contribute to societl
thot men connot
duplicate,"
Ambassador Faith \Uhittlesey, director
of the office of public liaison at the \White
House, said President Reagan does not
promote people because of their gender,
but because of their professional skill-a
practice that has opened the door to high-
level federal positions for 1,700 women.
John l.erucouski, director of European
and Soviet affairs for the White House.
spoke about that "nrranry/ Saying America
no longer teaches children about the
threat of Communist expansionism, he
said, "'We are more ignorant about this
subject than any other agei'
Sam Blumenfeld, an author and edu-
cator, spoke about the National Education
Association, the nation's largest teachers'
organization, and its efforts to gain social
control over the minds of children in the
area of atheism, Humanism, evoludon,
gun control, abortion, and socialism, to
name but a few. Blumenfeld said the NEA
wants to remove God from public life
News
because a belief in God also entails a
belief in certain inalienable rights. And
many of these inalienable rights-such as
a right to life for the unborn-interfere
with the socialistic efforts of the NEA.
Later, Jane Chastain, a national ad-
visory board member, presented the pre-
miere showing of a pro-life film, uConceived
in Liberryi'produced by American Portrait
Films.
Dee Jepsen, wife of Senator Roger
Jepsen (Rldaho) and formerly a special
assistant in the office of public liaison at
the White House, said, "There are things
women bring and contribute to society
that men cannot duplicate. Among them
are compassion, a caring heart, and an
ability to heal relationships."
"Men seem to have to do things with
a lot of huff and puffj' she said. "The
feminists seem to think men do the im-
portant work. But the important work is
being done in the home. \7e shape lives
there and send them out into the worldl'
Illustrating, Jepsen said, "Mrs. Nellie
Reagan (mother ofRonald Reagan) shaped
a President of the United States who is
now implementing public policy that is
shaping America. T}lk about power."
The conference also featured mothers
and fathers whom CVA is legally defend-
ing as they take a stand for religious
liberties: Suzanne Clark, a Gnnessee
housewife sued for $100,000 by the Na-
tional Education Association for writing
a letter-to-the-editor criticizing the organi-
zation. James Glenn, a louisvillg Nebraska,
father who spent 193 days in jail for refus-
ing to testifu about sending his child to
an unapproved church-related school.
Also Carolyn Grove, a Mead, \ilash-
ington, mother who lost a lawsuit when
she tried to prevent public school officials
from requiring her daughter to read The
Leaming ?ee, which, among other "blas-
phemiesj' refers to Jesus Christ as a "poor
white-trash Godl'
-Martin Mawyer
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InterVqrsity Press Bows
to Pressurq Withdrcrurs
Abortion Book
MADISON, \fis. (RNS)-Bowing to
pressure from anti-abortion forces, Inter-
Varsity Press, a major publisher of
Evangelical books, has withdrawn from
sale a book on biomedical ethics whose
author contends that therapeutic abor-
tion may sometimes be "the least tragic
of a number of tragic options."
A spokesman for the press's sponsor-
ing organization said the volume of angry
responses to the book may signal that
abortion is no longer a debatable issue in
the Evangelical community.
James Mcleish, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of InterVarsity Christian
Fellowship, in Madison, Wisconsin, made
the decision to remove Brave New People
from InterVarsity's list-the first time
in the organization's 431ear history that
one of its publications has been
withdrawn.
"l am withdrawing the book be-
cause it has caused confusionl' said
Mr. Mcl-eish in a letter sent to persons
who had written in to complain. Noting
that the book was "being perceived by the
Christian public" as supporting abortion,
he said he took the action "rather than
detract from the campus ministry of
reaching students for Jesus Christ to
which InterVarsity is calledl'
InterVarsity Press in Downers Grove,
Illinois, the fellowship's book-publishing
division, issued the book jointly with the
publishing arm of the movement's British
branch in L.eicester, England. The book
will continue to be sold in Britain.
lronically, protests against the book in
England have come from Liberals who
thought the author's views were too
strongly anti-abortion.
The book's author is D. Gareth Jones,
a medical biologist who is professor of
anatomy at Otago University in New
Zealand. He is an active Evanselical.
(A
Hustler Sues Jerry Fclwell
tOS ANGELES-Hustler magazine has
brought suit against Jerry Falwell, Old-
Time Gospel Hour, and Moral Majority
for allegedly violating copyright laws
when the Fundamentalist preacher used
a satire appearing in the magazine to raise
money.
In Hustler's November 1983 issue, the
magazine ran a parodic advertisement,
headlined "Jerry Falwell talks about his
first timel'depicting Falwell as a drunkard
whose first sexual encounter was with his
mother.
Falwell responded by filing suit against
the pornographic magazine and its owner,
Larry Flint, for libel, invasion of privacy,
and infliction of emotional distress. The
trial is scheduled for December 3 in U.S.
District Court in Lynchburg.
To raise money for the suit, Falwell
briefly displayed the article during his TV
show and distributed edited versions of
the parody to supporters, with requests
for financial donations.
Documentcrry Film Explores
Abortion Controversy
ANAHEIM. Calif.-A 58-minute doc-
umentary film on abortion has been re-
leased by American Portrait Films.
Titled "Conceived in Libertyi'the new
film presents viewpoints on both sides of
the aborrion question by some of Americas
most influential figures.
The film opens with an expose of the
notorious 17,000-fetuses incident in \7est
Los Angeles, and moves to an analysis of
the U.S. Supreme Court's Roe c)s. Wad.e
decision. This section features an inter-
view with Justice Harry Blackmun, who
wrote the Court's majority opinion.
Following this are interviews conducted
with key persons in the abortion contro-
versy, including Jean Doyle of the Na-
tional Right to Life commiftee; Nanette
Falkenberg of the National Abortion
Rights Action lcague; Faye 'Wattleton,
president of the Planned Parenthood
Federation of America; Congresswoman
Bella Abzug; and Paul and Judy Brown
of the American Life lobbv.
legislative viewpoints are revealed in
interviews with Senators Jesse Helms,
Orrin Hatch, Robert Packwood, and
Jeremiah Denton; and with Congressmen
Henry Hyde, Henry Vaxman, and Robert
Dornan.
The film shows a proJife sit-in; ex-
perimentation on live, aborted human
fetuses; and a first-time-ever sonogram of
a suction abortion. described and ex-
plained by Dr. Bernard Nathanson, a
New York obstetrician who at one time
ran the nation's largest abortion clinic.
The filrrls interviewer is Jane Chastain,
who was the first woman sportscaster, and
the first woman in this role to be granted
a network contract. Chastain is also a na-
tional officer of Concerned \Uomen for
America.
Further details on "Conceived in
Liberty" may be obtained from American
Portrait Films, 1695'W. Crescent Avenue,
Suite 500, Anaheim, California 92801.
School Ordered to End
School Prcryer
\TOODBURY, NJ.-For 20 years-ever
since the landmark Supreme Court deci-
sion banning organized public school
prayer-the Woodbury school district has
permitted students to begin each class
with a moment of silence.
But according to the State Board of
Education, the school district is violating
a recent U.S. District Court order ruling
"that such a policy is unconstitutionall'
said Valter McCarroll. assistant commis-
sioner of the department's Division of
County and Regional Services.
The education department has asked
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!the school district to stop. But the \food-
bury Board of Education has refused and,
doubling their fists, voted this fall to con-
tinue the district's practice of opening
each class with a moment of silence.
The education department has re-
sponded, McCarroll said, by asking the
attorney general to request a t'show cause
order" in Gloucester County Superior
court. lf the court grants the order, the
Woodbury Board of Education will have
to show why it should not cease its mo-
ment of silence.
NewJersey had passed its own moment
of silence law in December 1982. But U.S.
Disnict Judge Dickinson Debevoise ruled
the law unconstitutional in October 1983.
qs Bible Sundcry
In his message for National Bible
Week, President Reagan said, "The mean-
ing of the Bible must be known and under-
stood if it is to make a difference in our
lives. The rewards of such effort will help
preserve our heritage offreedom and sig-
nal the message of liberty to people in all
lands."
In lcepr"g with the Presidends thoughts,
American churches will celebrate Bible
Sunday on November 18, marking the
70th year ofunbroken observance. Bible
Sunday was begun by the American Bible
Society, which was founded in 1816 and
is now at work in 180 lands. This year
the organization expects to distribute
its four-billionth copy of Scripture.
Vermont Drops Bcrttle
with Relioious Sect
ISLAND POND Vt.-Suffering setback
after setback, Vermont officials have
&opped their child abuse case against the
Northeast Kingdom Community Church
nere.
Last June more than 90 state troopers
raided the homes of this reclusive church
commune and took custody of 112 chil-
dren. Though church offtcials admit to
physically disciplining children, they say
it is done by the guidance and love of
God.
The state defended its raid, however,
saying a sworn affidavit from a religious
defector, and complaints ftom local towns-
people, indicated the commune had phys-
ically abused the children.
The state lacked any substantive evi-
dence, outside these allegations, however,
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and a state District Court judge ruled the
raid illegal and ordered all but eight cases
dismissed. But the state appealed its case,
relying heavily on sworn testimony from
defector Roland Church, who said his
daughter was beaten by a church elder,
Charles 'Wiseman, for seven hours and
was left with 89 welts on her body.
The national media quickly picked up
on Churchs testimony, and newspapers
and television newscasts across the country
were reporting about the "routine" and
prolonged beatings at the commune. The
state ended its pursuit of the religios com-
mune when Mr. Church tefused to appear
at \Uiseman's trial because, he said, he
fabricated the stories. Sitting shoulder-to-
shoulder with Wiseman at a press confer-
ence, Church said he lied to justifu his
defection.
"An urgent call to Christian activism which also gives sound and
practical solutions to the pressing issues of the day. Whether you
agree or disagree, this book is absolutely essential reading."
John W. Whitehead, author of The Stealing of America
"Dead center on target . . . The Schaetfer indictment of present-
day evangelicalism is courageous, accurate and devastating. lt
should be read by every believer."
The Baptist Bulletin
"On our scale of 1 -10, it 's a 1 0."
UPlRadio Network
"Franky Schaeffer has uncovered and identified a number of dis-
turbing trends within evangelical Protestantism . . . All evangelical
Christians should be alarmed."
James Hitchcock, Professor of History, St. Louls U.
"Every Christian who takes his faith seriously needs to face up to
the issues raised in Bad News for Modern Man."
Dr. Homer A. Kent, President, Grace Seminary and College
"ln this important book, Franky Schaeffer deals with controversial
weaknesses within the church. Those who are tired of an anemic
Christianity will applaud this book."
Nelson Keener. Publisher. The Fundamentalist Journal
Bad News for Modern Man
Franky Schaeffer
At vour local bookstore or write to:
(Add $1.00 for mail orders)
$ 7.95 Paperback
$14.95 Cloth
#/rnosswAYBoo*s
A DIVISION OF GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS
WESTCHESTER, ILLINOIS 60153
Commifted to excellence in Christian publishing
AA
Medicine
for the
Aiting Ghurch
he nurse appeared in the doorway to the physician's
office, energetically waving her arms to get Eric's atten-
tion before he drove off. She had gotten two lab reports
mixed up while Eric was in for his examination. The 'bff the
charts" blood sugar level she had reported to him just minutes
earlier belonged to Mrs. D.; his blood sugar level was well within
normal limits. When she gave him the new figure his feelings
of anxiety gave way to a sense of relief.
Sometimes we can be led to assume the worst and, like Eric,
discover that all is well. I fear that the reverse is true, howeveq
when we consider the state of the church in America. A super-
ficial look over many churches across the nation could give the
impression that all is well. After all, there are some positive
growth trends, and even pockets of renewal. A closer look at
the lives of professing Christians presents a disturbing picture.
Not too long ago I heard a man describe the church as bank-
rupt. \ilhat he was referring to was a church devoid of dedicated
believers. The man is a former pastor and now spends much
of his time working with churches across the nation. His con-
clusions arc not speculative babblings; they are the well.informed
judgments of a perceptive man who has been on the front lines
of battle. He has seen the churches from within and is not fooled
by well-dressed people who file in and out of weekly worship
services.
I$ile refer here not to the churches that have been torn from
their biblical moorings-they have been bankrupt for some time.
Rather we refer to those churches who claim the Scriptures to
be authoritative, those churches where the \7ord is proclaimed
faithfully week after week. In some of these churches, marital
infidelity has reached the same epidemic proportions as in the
so-called secular world. More than 80 percent of the more ac-
tive members of these churches are doing nothing in the way
of teaching their children from the Scriptures. In these same
churches real intimacy and fellowship with God and fellow
believers is sorely lacking. \7e find many among these believers
who are biblically illiterate and unable to bring faith and prac-
tice together in their day-to-day lives.
In spite of the state of the church, there are reasons for hope.
First, we have the promises of God. Second, we have His Spirit
in us and in our midst. Third, there are signs of life in many
William H. White is an associate sraff
member of tfu Ligonier Valley Studl Center.
He is a licensed courceling pslchologisr ln
part-time priuate practice.
believers, struggles notwithstanding, that suggest hat people really
do want to grow and manifest the fruit of the Spirit in their lives.
This is the type of discipleship that the church, for the most
part, is not providing. People not only need to be led, they need
to be led by the hand, step-by-step. They need to be nurtured
in the \ilord in their relationship with the [ord, in marriage,
in family and other relationships, in the management of finances,
in handling their emotions, and in a host of other areas to which
the Bible speaks. Children need to be taught, really taught, by
their parents. Church members need to be discipled one-on-one
by the leadership ofthe church.
N"t too long ago I heord & m&n
describe the church as bankrupt,
Too much of our ministry in the churches is failing to touch
lives. People are slipping through the net of biblical teaching in
our churches because the \ilord is not being made personal
through one-on-one ministry. Even when the pastor spends a
significant portion of the sermon on application of biblical prin-
ciple, we must not assume that his people will be able to build
the bridge from the pastor's sermon to their own lives. Men and
women need to be shown how God's teaching applies to their
circumstances. Effective ministry must be continuous, intensive,
personalized, and in the context of the real situations in which
people live and breathe.
One man is terminally ill. Another is several hundred thou-
sand dollars in debt. A woman knows all the right answers con-
cerning the Christian faith, but God seems far away. A son
rebels, giving his parents fits. A boy wrcstles with physical disabil-
ity. A man tries to break free of a destructive habit. A couple
finds their marriage is coming apart. Does the church have
anything to say to people like these? I believe it does when its
ministry embodies biblical principles that can really make a dif-
ference in the lives of God's people.
Reprinted by permission ftom TcElzcall, a publication ofthe Ligonier Valley Study Cenreq Stahlstown,
Pennsvlvania.
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A. Telex Copyettc I & f Htgh Speed Cassette
Duplicator Coples both sides of a 6O minute
cassette ln lust under 2 mlnutes. Features one-lever
operatlon and llghtwelght portablllty. Comes wlth
bullt In hlgh lmpact carrylng case with lld.
l.N. TELCOPYETTE Llst Prlce 499.00 299.OO
B. Sharp HK,2OPA Portable Cassette Recorder
and PA Systern Self contained unlt with bullt.in
20-watt ampllfler, 6%" speaker, and cassette deck.
AC/battery powered.
l .N. SHPHK2OPA Llst  Pr lce 250.00. .  . .  .  .  . . .  f  99.OO
C. Stand,Up Caseette Rack for 3E4 Tapes
Heavy-duty cassette rack ls mounted on a sturdy
swlvel base and holds 384 boxed cassettes.
f.N. RAC384 Llst Prlce 299.95 .199.9t
D. Panasonlc RO,t83 Volce,Actiyated Mlnl
Casaette Recordcr wlth Auto Reveree Great for
recordlng speeches, semlnars, etc. Records only
when someone ls speaklng. AC adaptor lncluded.
f .N. PANRO383 Llst  Pr lce 125.f i )  . . . . . t9.9t
E. RO'2IO9 AC/Battcry Caccette Recordcr wlth
Dual Voltage $elcctor Operates on I20/220V, has
bullt,ln mlke, one4ouch record, tape counter, auto
and detachable AC cord.pANRO23O9 Llst  Pr lce 54.95 . . . . . r1. ' ! t0
r .N.  BOOBTH?IOI2 '  . . . . . .6 .9 '
1 -800-633-6461 oR 1 -800-633-3 41O
lN AtA. 1-800-292-8668 9 AM Tlt 5:30 PM CST MONDAY THRU FRIDA[orng's mneffiornfcs
CALL OR WRITE FOR OUR FREE CATALOG
MAIL OROERS:  27OO CRESTWOOO BLVD.  E IRMINGHAM,  AL.  35210.  SHOWROOM: 3131 4TH AVENUE SOUTH,  BIRMINGHAM,  AL.  35233
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